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X

PREFACE

The Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States, under the auspices of His Grace
Bishop Youssef, felt the pressing need for a modified Sunday School Curriculum which would
be better suited to address the problems and issues facing children Batkrica and the lands
of immigration. Therefore, the efforts and time of many faithful servants have been dedicated to
modify and improve the presently used English translation of the syllabus published by the
Youth Services Committee of the Coptic Odib& Patriarchate. This has resulted in the
elimination of many existing lessons from this syllabus and the substitution with new lessons that
are more appropriate for our youth in American society. These additional lessons give greater
consideration tohte differences in quality of life, education, media influence, cultural differences
and the surrounding diversity of beliefs between Egyptian society and that of the west

We pray that God may bless this work for the spiritual growth of our children in the
immigration countries. We also thank His Grace Bishop Youssef for his continued support,
prayers and motivating guidance in this service.

May God reward every servant who offered time and effort toward the completion of this
Sunday School Curriculum.

AThus Far the Lord Has Hel pe
(I Samuel 7:12)
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INTRODUCTION

This grade 5 Sunday school curriculum has been modified by substituting 25 lessons from the
previous curriculum published by the Youth Service Commitiéethe Coptic Orthodox
Patriatchate with new lessons that are suitable for the youth in America. The order of the lessons
has also been changed to follow the major events in the church. This resulted in the following
order assuming the starting date ie first week after the Coptic New Year celebration (El
Nayrooz) on September 11.:

- 3 lessons for the month of September
- 4 lessons for each of the months of October through January
- Variable number of filler lessons for the period between the beginning of
Fer uary and Jonahés fast.
- 2 |l essons, one before and one after Jon
- 7 lessons during the Great Fast
- 7 lessons for the period between Easter and the Feast of the Pentecost
- Variable number of filler lessons between the Feast of the Pentecost and the
Apostl esd Feast
- 3 lessons for the remainder of July aft
- 4 lessons for August
- 1 lesson for the first week of September

Please note that filler lessons can also be used for the occasional fifth Sunday in any month.
These filler lessonare in the beginning of the book and it is preferable that they be used in
sequence for the sake of unity in all the churches.

A. The Ten Year Old Child

The children need to perceive the likeness between their personal experience and the
experience of thehildren of God, in the past and at present. In this way they perceive the
continuous work of God in them. The students of grade 5 will still enjoy stories with visual aids
but they are more critical of what they hear. They particularly like to ask lagiestions and
like to hear logical answers. The main theme to be conveyed at this age is that they are loved and
respected. The child is sensitive in this age
developing their selésteem.
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B. Instructio ns to the Servant

Take your children and make a journey to several places where you meet several people in
everyday life so that they may learn the good behavior of the saints. In the church they enjoy
worship and fellowship with the church. In history yhsee the saints and the Lord working in
them everywhere and at all times. Servants should also observe the following:

NoghkwdpE

They should submit their life completely to the work of the Holy Spirit.

They should be friends to the children and good listeners &b tivby say.

They should help the children to cooperate in the class and develop good behavior.

They should expect sound discussions from the class and give the children due care.
They should prepare their lessons in an organized and interesting way.

Theyshould be prepared to answer all questions

They should keep their classes in good condition and ask the children to help in this
matter.

C. The Children
We notice the following:

1.

5.

They respond although they are indifferent sometimes.

2. They perfect what they dand like to receive information.
3.
4

They like movement in work and tend to be independent.

Boys like to play with boys and girls like to play with girls. This is important to observe
in journeys, in clubs and outdoor activities.

They like to perform their wdér secretly (personal matters, unknown places, writing
autobiography). Hence they form groups in which they discuss their social concerns.
They form theories, which may be wrong or right.

D. The Lesson
Church Education Service is divided into:

A lesson full & prayer, knowledge, hymns and group interaction.

Assignments in the form of Scripture studies, answering questions, drawing, etc.
External social activities in which parents, pastors and children meet.

Partaking of all types of public worship, teachingl asarious occasions.

Deacon Servants should commit themselves to attending to the children with interest.

After all, this can still be considered as a preliminary modified curriculum for grade 5 that
will require your feedback as a servant in order totinae the improvement process. Any

inquiries or comments can be forwarde&8c@suscopts.org

May the Holy Spirit guide every servant using this curriculum

Vi
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FILLER LESSONS

These lessons are to be used for the fifth Sunday in a month and to fill the empty weeks
due to the changing date of the Resurrection Feast.

1. Anba Pijimi

2. Incense

3. St. May the Egyptian

4.Sol omondés Wi sdom
5. Ahab and Naboth of Jezreel

6. St. Philip and the Ethiopian Treasurer

7. The Rich Man and Lazarus

FILLER LESSONS 1
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1- Anba Pijimi

Objectives:

x To learn the story of Anba Pijimi
x To truly love our God with all our heart, soul, and mind

Memory Verse:

AYou shall |l ove the Lord your God with al/l
mindo (Matthew 22:37)

References:

x  Matthew 22
x The Coptic Synaxarium: fday of Kiahk (December 20)

Introduction:

What is a monk?

Have you ger seen a monk?
How do monks live?

Where do monks live?

X X X X

Lesson Outlines:

A. The Life of a monk

A monk is a man who loves God very much and decides to leave the world and live in a
monastery because he truly loves God from all his heart, soumartd The only person the
monk thinks about everyday is God. He does not think about the people in the world or the
problems of the world, but his mind is totally occupied with God.

B. A boy named Pijimi

There was a boy named Pijimi that was born in Feesbdy in Egypt. Pijimi from his very
young age loved God very much. He loved God with all his heart, soul, and mind, and showed
this love to God by always praying, fasting, and praising Him. Pijimi also continually showed
his love to others always lpghg and obeying them.

C. A young man comes to Pijimi

Even though Pijimi was very young, he had a
day, when Pijimi was about 12 years old, a young man came to him. Pijimi was working in the
field shepherdinhi s f at her s sheep. This young man
become monks. 0 Pij i mi had this strong zeal
soul, and mind. And so Pijimi agreed to go with this young man.

2 FILLER LESSONS
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D. The young man is angel fron God

As the young man and Pij i mi wal ked in the d
sang hymns, and prayed showing that they truly loved God with all their heart, soul, and mind.
As they arrived to the monastery of Scete, the young man allsofiden disappeared. Pijimi
understood that this young man was an angel from God guiding him to the monastery. Pijimi
thanked God for His guidance.

E. The elders of Scete

As Pijimi knocked on the door of the monastery, three older monks, or elders, capento
the door. Pijimi told them about his desire for loving God with all his heart, soul, and mind and
about how God sent an angel to guide him to the monastery. The three elders were happy with
Pijimi and agreed that he could stay with them.

F. Twenty four years

Pijimi stayed in the monastery with the elders for twenty four years serving and obeying
them. After twenty four years, the elders died, and Pijimi decided to move to a valley in the
desert where he could live in total solitude with God. By gwvatbone, his love and zeal for God
would increase.

G. Anba Pijimi fasts

Since Anba Pijimi loved God very much with all his heart, soul, and mind, he did not care
about eating. So Anba Pijimi used to fast for a whole week without eating while being absorbed
in his prayers. At one time, he fasted for 80 days, where at the end of the fast, he ate a handful
of dates and drank a little water.

H. God instructs him to go to Feesha

One day while praying, an angel appeared to Anba Pijimi and told him that God wanted hi
to go back to his city (Feesha). Anba Pijimi obeyed God and went to Feesha where he
strengthened the people. The people saw that Anba Pijimi was a very good example for loving
God, and they saw his face always shining wit

|. His death

After Anba Pijimi became old, it was time for him to depart from this world. Anba Pijimi did
not fear death because he knew this would mean seeing his Beloved Christ. As Anba Pijimi was
laid on his bed, he saw a choir of saints coming to him, and then he gavs pure soul.
Angels came and carried his soul to heaven singing hymns and praises.

Review Questions:

When did Anba Pijimi begin to love God?

Who appeared to him? What did this young man tell him?

Where were they going? Who was really the young man?

Who did Anba Pijimi stay with? For how long?

Where did Anba Pijimi go after 24 years?

And what did he do in the valley?

Who appeared to him during his prayers? What did God want him to do?

X X X X X X X

FILLER LESSONS 3



Sunday School Curriculum Grade 5

What did the people of Feesha see in Anba Pijimi?
What did AnbaPijimi see before he died?

What do we learn from this lesson?

What is the verse?

X X X X

Conclusion:

What does it really mean to love our God with all our heart, our soul, and our mind? It means
to have complete trust in God and to have complete submission Widtiis To truly love God,
we would have no fear about the decisions we must make, about the future, or about anything for

Aperfect | ove casts out all fearo (1 John 4:

and we know He will take care of uscaany problems that may arise in our life. We pray that
God grants us this complete trust and love without fear.

Applications:

X

Anba Pijimids | ov e.Hbwolid dibwedsayahba Rijimywasiwhgn a g e

he began to love God with all his heart, sad mind? He was about 12 or even
younger. So this teaches us that we MUST begin to love God NOW, while we are young.
Most of you here are about the same age, so it is not too early, but this is the BEST time
to really LOVE God.

How do we love GodWe love God by always thinking about Him and not doing things
that we know will upset Him. For example, saying bad words, do you think this will
upset God or not? Does this show that we love God or not? We should say nice words to
others whether at churar at school or around our neighborhood. Also, sharing our toys
with others shows that we love God. By sharing what we have with others shows that we
love others and we love God. Obeying our teachers whether at school or at church shows
God that we log Him. By being obedient to those who are older than us, shows God that
we love Him and we are listening to His commandments.

Ot her s see GWiedAnbd Pgimievent to Feeslsa, what did the people see

in him? They saw that truly he loved Goddaso we truly love God, it appears on our
faces and our behaviors. If a person at school drops his books, many people would laugh
at this person. But if we help this person pick up his books, we would be a good example
for others. We would be an exaramf how much we love God by doing good things for
others.

Prayer is LOVING GOD Of course doing all these things show that we love God very

mu c h, but prayer also shows that we | ove
pray constantly showing hisue to God. We show our love to God in our prayers
because this is the time we speak to Him and tell Him exactly how much we love Him. If
we have a best friend, we call our best friend and speak to him on the phone maybe for an
hour or so because we lowar best friend and we love speaking to him. So what about
God, do we love talking to God and is He not our True Best Friend?

FILLER LESSONS

]
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So it is very important that we pray in the morning as we wake up. In our morning prayers we

are telling GodsusiGoBdem®e nbaegwileh me today. F
before we sleep we pray to God AGood night, J
being with my brothers and sisters and my mom

FILLER LESSONS 5
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2- Incense

Objective:

x Emphasizing theitual spirit in worship
x Understanding the significance of rites since childhood so that the children may get used to
worshipping with joy

Memory Verse:

ALet my prayer be set before You as incenseo

References:

x  Numbers 16:450
x Revelation 5:8
x A The Prec-iThhies MPeanmleg of the Holi eso

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson and verse.
x Prepare a censer or a picture of a censer as a visual aid to the lesson.
x Ask:

Z Questions about showing severance for the House of God

Z Questions about hote be attentive when you pray
Z What can you see?

Z Of what use are the incense and the censer?

Z What do they mean?

Lesson Outlines:

This censer, which the priest uses in the prayers of the Divine Liturgy and the incense in it
refer to the Virgin Mary (the Wgins Womb) who carried the Divine fire in her womb (Jesus
Christ; the swees me |l | i ng i ncense and the Divine Fire).
stand for the Holy Trinity (Discussion).

Z When does the priest use this censer? In the eveninggakincense, in the morning
raising of incense and in preparation for the Holy Mass.

Z Incense is a sweet smelling (aroma) as the sameetling life of the saints.
Z Incense rises up to heaven as the prayers of saints do.

6 FILLER LESSONS
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Z Incense spreads everywhere and itbfsrs to the fact that people see the image of Christ
in the saints everywhere. So, whenever we
warning and pray (Questions).

In fact, incense has been used in prayers since the time of Moses and Aaron (Qalestibns
the story of Korah, Dathan and Abirarn and their destruction together with the rebels). Then the
whole congregation rebelled against Moses and Aaron. Moses became very sad. The Lord was
very angry. The Lord sent an epidemic and more than fourteesahd people died. All houses
were weeping and crying. Moses ordered Aaron to put fire coal in the incense and raise incense.
As soon as incense rose, the epidemic stopped. The people thanked the Lord, as the prayers
accompanied by incense were powerfililey promised never to rebel again (Questions).

Even in heaven, the Lord Jesus is sitting on the Throne surrounded by-tawanpriests
carrying censers filled with incense, which is the prayers of the saints. That is why David says:
ALet my spertaybeerf cbree You as incenseo (Questions)

Conclusion:

When you see the incense in the church, let your prayers go up with them so that the Lord
may accept them as sweshelling incense with the prayers of the saints.

Applications:

x Attend the Mass. Go earty church to attend the morning raising of incense.
x Pray to the Lord as soon as you see the censer.
x Select the right word in parenthesis:

Z Incense is the symbol of (reading the Bilpeayers-love).

Z When Aaron raised incense (the epidemic contintlezlg@idemic stopped).

Z In heaven there are twentyur priests surrounding Christ and they are carrying (palm
leaves-censers).

FILLER LESSONS 7



Sunday School Curriculum Grade 5

3- St. Mary the Egyptian

Objective:

x A worldly life keeps us away from God
x Repentance is the first step to get closer to God

Memory verse:

ABl essed is he whose transgression is forgiyv
References:

x  Coptic Synaxarium

x AThe Book of Saintso St George and St. Jos
x Butl erd6s |lives of the Saints

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson anerse.

x We always read about the saints who led godly lives and we try to learn from their behavior
and their sayings. However there are some saints were not as godly at the beginning of their
lives. St. Mary of Egypt is one of those who lived a life ofasid led others to sin with her
until she realized how far away she was from God.

Lesson Outlines:

In the reign of Theodosius the Younger, there lived in Paleatimdy monk and priest named
Zosimus. Having served God with great fervor for fiftyee years was divinely directed to leave
the monastery for one near the Jordan, where he might learn how to advance still further on the
path of holiness. He found thite members of this community on the first Sundai it after
Liturgy used to disperse in the desert to pass in solitude and penance until Palm Sunday.

|t was at t hat season, about the year 430
distance fromhe monastery, and sat down one day at noon to say his psalms and rest. Suddenly,
something that looked like a human form appeared to him. He made the sign of the cross and
finished his psalms. Then, looking up he saw a widéieed, surtanned figure whicline took to
be a her mit but which ran away as he went to
awayo. As he said this the human figure cried
cloak that I may cover my s she ghoultl know his naanen her a k e d
complied and they entered into conversation.

In reply to his questions the woman told him her strange story with many expressions of

shame and repentance. AMy country is Egypto s
arnd mother were still alive |1 went without their consent to Alexandria. |1 cannot think without
trembling of the first steps by which | fell

described how she lived as a prostitute for seventeen yearsy nodriey, but to satisfy her lust.

8 FILLER LESSONS
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At the age of about twenight, curiosity led her to join a band of people who were going to
celebrate at Jerusalem the feast of the Holy Cross. Even on that journey she continued her evil
courses, corrupting some of thiggrims.

Upon her arrival in Jerusalem she tried to enter the church with the rest of the congregation
but an invisible force held her back. After two or three attempts, she withdrew into a corner of
the outer court, and for the first time a full realiaa of her sinfulness swept over her. Raising
her eyes to an Icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary she wept and asked the help of the Mother of
God, vowing that if she could enter the church she would live the life of repentance and go
wherever the Holy Spiriead her.

She prayed and found herself able to enter the church. As she was going out of the church she
heard a voice saying fAGo over to the Jordan a
to her journey. At sunset she reached the churchtof e Baptist on the bank of the Jordan.

She spent the whole night weeping. In the morning she had communion, then went out to the
shore and crossed to the other side. She found herself in the wilderness. She had seen no human
being and had lived on edéplants and dates. The winter cold and the summer heat afflicted her
body and she was tortured by thirst. She had been tempted to regret the luxuries and the wines of
her life in Egypt. She fought these and other temptations for seventeen years. Ajuest,re
Zosimus agreed not to tell her story until after her death and promised to meet her again beside
the Jordan on the Holy Thursday of the following year to give her Holy Communion.

The nextLent, on the Holy Thursday, Zosimus took the Body and thedd the Lord and
he put some food in a basket and went to the Jordan. After a while he saw her coming on the
surface of the water towards him. She asked him to bless her and she received the Holy
Communion. Then she thanked him and asked him to comethmdtllowing year to the same
spot.

Another year passed, and Abbot Zosimus went again in the wilderness. He reached the spot
only to see her dead body lying on the sand and beside her on the sand were traced these words
AFat her Zosi mushumble Mary Renderecarth to @arth and pray for me. | died
the night of the Lorddés Passion, after receiyv
about the way she returned to this place on the same night after receiving the Holy Communion
last yea, and how her body remained without decaying throughout the whole year.

At that moment a lion came from the desert to assist him and with his claws helped him dig
her grave. Zosimus went back to the monastery and told the story of St. Mary to all tlee monk
Review Questions:

x Who told the world about the life of St. Mary of Egypt?
x What made her have a change of heart towards God?
x How did she live a life of repentance?

Conclusion:

The Lord waits for us to come to Him, so He can show us His love. He is gnong time
for sinners to repent. Let us make sure that nothing would keep us away from God.

FILLER LESSONS 9
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Applications:

x Find names of other saints who started their lives as sinners and later came to the Lord in
repentance.

x Every sin separates us from God. Try to idfgrthe main sin you commit that separates
you from God and repent and confessed it.

10 FILLER LESSONS



Sunday School Curriculum Grade 5

4-Sol omonds Wi sdom

Objective:
x Ask the Lord to give you wisdom before you do anything such as studying or playing.

Memory Verse:
AThe fear of t heoflLowids diosmot h(eP sbael gm ninliln:gl 0)

References:

x 1 Kings 3:1627
x AExpl anation of First Book of Kingso Fr. Ta

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson and verse.
x Prepare the picture of the lesson; a picture of a palace and a throne.

Lesson Outlines:

There was a great king named Solomon before the good king Hezekiah. Solomon became
king after David his father (Describe how he was enthroned). He went to Gibeon to pray and ask
the Lord to give him the grace of work. The Lord appeared to him and asked whanteel to
be given (Conversation between the Lord and Solomon. He did not ask for wealth or the death of
his enemies or a long life but he asked for wisdom). The Lord was pleased and gave him
everything. He began his rule with wisdom. They all noticeahdt thanked the Lord (Questions).

One day two women came and presented themselves before King Solomon (let us call them
the honest woman and the dishonest woman). They were weeping. They complained. They were
living in the same house. They gave birth ta thhaby boys. One night, the dishonest woman
accidentally rolled over her baby and smothered him. She got up during the night and replaced
her dead son with the honest womands | ive son
up and was going to feedhieaby, she saw that he was dead. She screamed and was sad. When
she looked at him more closely, she saw that he was not her child. She ran to the dishonest

woman and told her: this is your soné where i
is myson (Describe the feelings of the real mother, and their quarrel and their decision to go to
King Solomon). The people standing at the Kkin

this problem be solved? What will the king do? He will he prove tih tof either of these
women? They were all perplexed... tears... discussion (Questions).

The king raised his heart to the Lord and prayed for wisdom. He sent for a sword and when it

was brought he said, ACut the Ilifvionfg hcihmol.d Tihr
mot her , her heart full of |l ove for her son, S
chil d: Give him to hero. But the false mother
cut him in twoo (@Ef0leselr mother antd the indifferentei oh thesfalse
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mother). TherKi ng Sol omon sai d, ADonot kil |l the chil
the real mot her 0. When the people of | srael
with deep respe for him, because they knew that God had given him the wisdom to settle

di sputes fairly. They said, AThe Lord gives w
Lord is the beginning of wisdomo (Questions).

Explain how the problem was complex andisge and that cutting the boy in two was out of
wisdom granted by the Lord.

Conclusion:

x How | ovely Solomondés request was! He did no
of his enemies... He only asked for wisdom. Examine the types of your regunests
concerns... are they spiritual or according to the desires of the flesh?

x Wisdom is necessary for the spiritual road and for everyday life. Pray to the Lord, the
Father of Lights, to grant you wisdom.

Application:

x Pray and ask the Lord to give you wisddefore you study and before the examinations.
x Complete the following:
ZKing Solomon asked the Lord to give him éé

ZKing Solomon said the child was the son of
woman who éé

Z King Solomonwas he son of King ééeé
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5- Ahab and Naboth of Jezreel

Objective:

x  The child should be accustomed to being satisfied with what he has. Do not desire anything
that belongs to others and do not envy them.

Memory Verse:
AiBe content with abeetvs1BHi ng as you haveo

References:

x 1 Kings 21
x AExpl anation of First Book of Kingso Fr. Ta

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson and verse.
x Ask the students what do they do if they want something or ask their parents for something
and they do naget it?

Lesson Outlines:

King Ahab was a wicked king who did evil before the Lord as he married a pagan woman
name Jezebel and through her paganism spread among the people of Israel. Jezebel cared for
about 850 priests. So the Lord was angry with the jgeapd prevented the fall of rain for three
years (Discussion). Ahab did not repent but he went on committing sins and keeping away from
the Lord and his heart was thick and dark. He was a cruel man as he sold himself to the deuvil
(Questions).

One day, Ahabve nt out for a wal k. .. He saw Nabot hoés
the vineyard (Describe the King and the people around him answering his questions). He sent for
Naboth (a conversation between the merciless king and Naboth the poor man wsted iosi
keeping the land of his fathers for himself.) Ahab fell ashamed before the people. He was
annoyed and went back home sadly (Describe how he entered the palace and how the soldiers
saluted him and the music that was heard and how he grieved).|Jeeloened him. She was
surprised to see him sad (A conversation between them... he refused to eat... She encouraged him
to treat Naboth cruelly and promised that she

Jezebel used t he ki nldetss. Threypoklained a dayc o fadtirgd f or
They got a couple of scoundrels to accuse Naboth of cursing God... The elders carried out the
plan (Describe how they gathered people through horns. People were surprised. What is up? The
people came quickly tthe place of judgment).

The court was held... They stood in silence... Judgment began... They asked him... he denied...
they bore false witness... They stoned him to death... They were all deceived... They left his dead
body for the dogs to lick it... Thegsame back to Jezebel (Describe them when they told Jezebel
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of what they didéJdezebel and Ahab rejoiced).
vineyard... He rejoiced as his hope was fulfilled (Questions).

Next morning, he woke and sat on his thrba@pily then he went to the vineyard. He saw a
man coming from a distance... a girdle of leather around his waist... Ahab was horrified. That
was EIlijah. .. AHave you caught up with me, m
theminalivelyway.The Lorddés judgment grieved Ahab). ..
He told Jezebel of what happened... Days went by... The Divine words came true... Ahab was
killed in the battle and the dogs licked up his blood, as they did for Naboth... and théhsagm
happened to Jezebel later on (Questions).

Explain that one of the causes of the kingos
he acted according to her opinion and he agreed to all her wicked thoughts.

Compare the sharp contrast betweeh omonés wi sdom and Ahabds i
ruling one people.

Conclusion:

x Injustice is a common sirdesire for having what belongs to othecsuel treatment
despising others because of their weakness or any spiritual blemish or inherent or social
deformity is injustice.

x Injustice means a denial of the existence of God. It is known that God defends the
oppressed and that the oppressor does not see that great and able supporter.

Applications:
x When you desire anything that belongs to your colleagas, gnd ask the Lord to forgive
you and say, fABe content with what you have

x  Search for another story in the Bible about injustice.
x  Choose the right word:
Z Ahab was (a good kinga wicked king).

Z Jezebel caused the worship of (idgBod) to spread.
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6- St. Philip and the Ethiopian Treasurer

Objective:

x To appreciate Godoés care for the gentil es
x To learn the importance of guidance in explanations of the Holy books
x  To know the importance of baptism for the believers

Memory Verse:
Al believe tilkatt hkeSwxn OHHr iGotdo (Acts 8: 37)

References:

x  The New Open BibleActs 8: 2640
x  The Arabic applied explanation of the Bible
x AExpl anation of the Book of Actso Fr. Tadro

Introduction:

Review the previous lesson and verse.

Who are the gentile2xplain to the students.

What do you do when you read something in the Bible and you do not understand it?
How frequent do we read the Bible? What is the importance of reading the Bible?

X X X X

Lesson Outlines:

St. Philip was one of thdeacongpreaching Jesus @kt in cities around Jerusalem after the
resurrection and the Pentecost. After he preached in Samaria, the angel of the Lord appeared to
him and told him to go down the road between Jerusalem and Gaza. St. Philip followed what the
angel told him and werb where he was told. There he met with an Ethiopian man who was the
treasurer for the Ethiopian queen. He was also a man of a great authority. This Ethiopian
treasurer came to Jerusalem to worship. St. Philip was lead by the Holy Spirit to go and meet
this Ethiopian man. When St. Philip approached him he found him reading from the book of
Isaiah (Ask the students what they know about the book of Isaiah. Give them a brief description
of the book).

The Ethiopian treasurer was reading the following verSeldle was oppressed a
afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep
before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth. He was taken from prison and from
judgment, and who will declare His geagon? For He was cut off from the land of the living;
for the transgressions of MYy people He was st

St. Philip asked the Ethiopian man if he understands what he is reading. The man answered
that how can he understand without soneea@xplaining for him. Then St. Philip was
immediately ready to tell him about Jesus Christ who was crucified and resurrected for our sake.
The Ethiopian man believed in the Lord through the words of St. Philip.
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As they were going down the road they caromss some water. The Ethiopian treasurer then
asked St. Philip to baptize him. St. Philip wanted to confirm that he believed in Jesus Christ
before he baptized him. The man answered and
Godo ( Ac t Bhili@imnedigtely toSkthim down to the water and baptized him.

When they came out from the water, the spirit caught St. Philip to another city called Azotus
where he continued to preach. The Ethiopian treasurer saw him no more but he was rejoicing and
very happy to become a Christian.

Review Questions:

Z What was the job of the Ethiopian man?
Z What was he reading?

Z How did St. Philip find him?

Z What did they do after he believed?

Z What we learn from this lesson:

Conclusion:

x We must believe that the Lord Jegtisrist is the Son of God and is dsavior and that
the baptism is essential for us to inherit the kingdom of heaven and to be with our Lord
Jesus Christ eternally.

x The Lord cared about everyone, Jews and gentiles. He wanted to spread the good news to
all and therefore, the Holy Spirit guided St. Philip to preach to a gentile.

x Notice how St. Philip was ready to tell the Ethiopian man about Jesus Christ
immediately. We should also be ready to tell others about our belief and religion anytime
we are asked.

x Also notice how important to seek guidance from spiritual individuals to understand the
Bible.

Applications:

x Choose a trusted servant or a priest to help you understand unclear things in the Bible.

x Read the book of acts this month, one chapter every daysdrkiant should run a quick
discussion about what was read every week with the students.

x  Write a short 2 or 3 page project about Baptism.
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7- The Rich Man and Lazarus

Objective:
x To obey Godds commandments and to be mercif

Memory Verse:
ABl essemenacief thefor they shall obtain mercyo

References:
x Luke 16:1931

Introduction:

Review the previous lesson and verse.

Ask the children where they think good people go to after they die?
What do they think the heavens are like?

This story can & read during class and acted out by some of the children.

X X X X

Lesson Outlines:

This story is about a very wealthy man who lived a luxurious life while at his doorstep was a
poor man named Lazarus, who barely had anything to eat. Lazarus was very hungsybaay hi
was covered with sores. He desperately needed food but the rich man never cared much for
Lazarus even though he knew that the law commanded people to care for the poor. One day both
the rich man and Lazarus died. The rich man went to Hades anditarent to the bosoms of
Abraham. When the rich man saw Lazarus sitting with Father Abraham, he cried to Abraham
and asked him to send Lazarus over to give him a drink to cool him from the fire of Hades. But
Abraham refused because the rich man was baimgshed for not having been merciful while
on earth. So the rich man asked Abraham to send Lazarus to his brothers so that he can warn
them about their bad behavior before it was too late. But Abraham told him that his brothers
already have the prophetsdcathe word of God to learn from.

ZChildren should know that weal th did not
cruelty and selfishness resulted in his destruction, and Lazarus was not rescued because
of his poverty, but because of his patience ueadce and worship.

Z Repentance and following the commandments of God are necessary.

You can make use of the stories about saints who used to give alms such as the story of Anba
Sarabamun and Anba Abraam.
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Review Questions:

x  What do you think of the ricma n 6 s

attitude

towards Lazarus?

x  What could he have done to help Lazarus, who was lying at his doorstep?

X

Applications:

x Try to help one needy person this week.

X

Recitation: Coptic Words

Jesus = Isous
God = Ifnoty
Our Father = Peniot
Love = Aghapi
Christ = Pikhristos
Savior = Soteer
Pray = Ishleel
Peace = Ireeni

And with the Spirit = Keto ebnevmati so

Does this mean that all rich people are bad and all poor people are good?

18
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Week 2- The Coptic New Year: St. John the Baptist

Objective:
x To learn the Christian courage

Memory Verse:

AHerod feared John, knowing that he was a ju

References:

Luke 1

John 3
Matthew 1,14
AJohn
AJohn

X X X X X

the Baptisto translated by Fr. Marcos
t he BaptiNakhl@a by Kamel Sal eh
Introduction:

Sing the following hymn: O righteous people come...Let us go to the heavenly Jerusalem.
Review the previous lesson and verse.

x  Prepare the following visual aid: The pictures of John the Baptist carrying his head on a
plate.

X X

Lesson Outlines:

Zechariah and EIlizabeth were righteous peopl
prayed to the Lord thatle might give them a son. They were very old. Zechariah was a priest
(talk about his clothes, his work, the rituals in the temple, hypsams, sacrifices, prayers,
confession of sins). He always prayed. One day he was doing his work as a priest in the Temple.
An angel of the Lord appeared to him standing on the right side of the altar (Describe the angel
and the surprise). They spoke étler (Lively conversation from the Bible). The crowds of
people were outside praying and they were surprised to see him taking a long time. They kept
silent and | ooked to one another and wondered
and they dsed him... He made signs to them with his hands. He had seen a vision. They all
waited to see the meaning of that vision and the mystery of that wonderful expected baby
(Questions).

Days passed... Old Elizabeth gave birth to a baby boy. All the peoplesummrised...they
were happy... The neighbors came to congratulate her. What will his name be? They asked his
mot her and she said, AJohno. They refused t hes
Zechariah He wrote 0Johne againT Theityjoy Wecame doabilea z e d .
Zechariah spoke about the child. He is an angel sent by the Lord, before sending His Only
Begotten Son Jesus Christ, to pave the wayHion... happiness... joy...repentance. The boy
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grew up and Herod desired to kill hifihe angel took the boy to the wilderness with the angels
(Questions).

He grew up and was now thirty years old. People were sitting on Jordan Bank. This man is
putting a leather girdle around his waist. Who is this? A stranger! Who are you? | am a voice
crying out in the wilderness. They knew he was the Baptist and that he was to come before

Christ. They all gathered to |isten to him #ft
their sins... They all wept..skddhelyi mlfiwkanter m
do?0 and he guided them. .. He who confessed h

He said to the people: Christ will baptize you with the Holy Spirit (Questions).

One day the Lord Jesus c dhsas the hainb of GddnThisiaw hi r
the Son of God. People were happy to see Christ. Christ was baptized (describe the voice and the
dove). Jesus went to the wilderness and fasted for 40 days. The King heard of John. He called
him and listened to him. He feat him because he was a holy man. John warned him and drew

his attention to his sin; marrying his brothe
She was a wicked woman who encouraged the king to do evil and hated John because he used to
warnhi m sayi ng: This is not l awf ul . One day, d

danced. The king was drunk and made a promise to give her anything she might ask. She asked
her mother of what to do and Her endorderedthe ol d h
beheading of Johnds and John went up to heave
for him, AAmong those born of women, there ha

Conclusion:

x The Baptist was a model of Christian madgteso the Lord praised him saying: Among
those born of women there has raised no one greater than John the Baptist.

x  The Baptist was holy and righteous, so Herod was afraid of him... Modesty and holiness are
the way of greatness.

x The Baptist bore withess twuth without showing anger, without defaming others or
injuring their feelings. He spoke to the king and gently reproached him with love for he
wanted to rescue him. He was ready to die for others.

Applications:

x Be brave. If you are asked to bear witnemg the truth regardless of the consequences.

x Rearrange the following words: holynan -and -a righteous-was -that -he -knowing -
feared-Herodi John.

x Compl ete: Herodéé John éé as Herodiasé daug
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Week 3- Deborah The Judge

Objective:
x To learn the story of Deborah as a wise judge
x To learn from the courage and leadership that she enjoyed

Memory Verse:

NnLet those who | ove Him be | ike the sun wh
(Judges 5:31)

References:

x  The New Open BibleJudges 4nd 5
x  The Arabic applied explanation of the Bible
x Judges for Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson and verse with the students

x Ask the students what is the difference between a king and a Judge?
x Let them give examples of Kings adddges from the Bible.

x Ask them what is the meaning of a prophetess?

Lesson Outlines:

Today we are going to talk about one of the judges of Israel. She was a woman and her
name was Deborah. She was a prophetess and a wise wineansed to Judge betwebe
children of Israel under a palm tree. The children of Israel were suffering under the mercy of
the king of Canaan.

One day Deborah sent and called for the Barak, the leader of the Israelites army and she
told him that the Lord has commanded youdket 10 thousand men and lead them to war
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against the king of Canaan. The Lord has promised to deliver the commander of his army,
Sisera, into their hands and they will win the war. Then Barak asked Deborah and said, only if
you come with me | will go to wa Deborah told him that she would go with him but the
people may say that they won the war because of the company of the prophetesses, Deborah.
However, Barak did not care ad still insisted that she would go with him and she did.
Subsequently, Barak arigeborah gather the 10 thousand men and went to the mount Tabor.
When Sisera knew this he gather his 900 chariots of iron and all his men and went to meet
Barak and Deborah in battle.

When it was the right day and time as God revealed to Deborah, sigataklthis is the
day we should go for war against Sisera. Barak listened to Deborah and started the battle and
God was with him and with his army so they won the battle and Sisera fled from his chariot
and ran on foot to escape death.

Sisera finally gointo the house of a lady called Jael to hide. So Jael welcomed him into
her house and she covered him with a blanket to rest. Sisera was very tired from the battle and
asked Jael to give him water because he was thirsty. Jael instead gave him milkhevhich
drank and was satisfied. Sisera was about to fall asleep but before he slept he told Jael to stand
at the door of the tent and if anybody comes to inquire if she has a man in the tent she should
say no. Then Sisera went into deep sleep. Jael took angegg hammer and hammered it into
Sisera head so he died.

Barak then came to the tent of Jael seeking Sisera. So Jael told him to come and see Sisera.
When Barak entered her tent he found Sisera dead. Thus the children of Israel won the battle
against Kng Jabin of Canaan and they become strong again.

Who is Deborah?

What was special about Deborah?
Who is Barak?

Why did they win the war?

Conclusion:

Deborah was a wise and courageous woman who loved God and was guided by Him. She
guided her people taictory through her relationship with God and her prophecies. Similarly
if we have a strong relationship with God we can lead others to better life and better
relationship with God.

Applications:
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x Read Judges 4 and 5 at home during this week.

x  Write 1-2 pages project about another Judge in the Old Testament. Reward the students
next week

x Be courageous like Deborah who did not fear and went with Barak to war, This does not
mean that we go to war but to be courageous when the situation requires courage.
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Week 4- Elisha Purifies the Water

Objective:
x  The power of God is revealed in the children of Saints.

Memory Verse:

AThe prayer of a righteous man avails muchbo

References:

x 2 Kings 2
x AThe

Life of EH.iMpreoeDaoudr ansl| ated by
x AThe Life

of EIlishao Nagi Fawzy

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson and verse.
x Who know the prophet Elijah? What do you know about him?
x  Who was his disciple?

Lesson Outlines:

After the death of EIlijah, the Lord comforte
Elisha took courage and stood before the Jordan River. He imitated Elijah. He struck the water
with EIlijahds c¢cl oak but the w@tbkord, dwmyt dae
stubborn water disobey me? You said: | am with you. O Lord perform a miraculous deed, not for

me but for the people to believe that you hay
righteous man has great power in its effeco . Then once again EIlishe
El'ijahds cloak saying, AO Lord, Eli jahds Godoad
Lord is my shepherd. ..o Let us repeat the ver
muc ho.

One day, tB men of Jericho heard that Elisha was in their town they went to him and said:
AQur city is fine but the water is bad. Do us
that the |l and may bring fruit anhHbasadtothempul t ur €
APut some sal-t in a new bowl and bring it to
spring, threw the salt in the water and said
cause any more deat hs tes becamé pue &vensineegjestsas ElishaA n d t

said it would be. And Jericho became full of food, palm trees, herbs and trees.

Why did Elisha order them to bring him a new bowl?

What did the Lord mean whete said: You are the salt of the earth?

What are thgood qualities of both Elijah and Elisha that you like to have?
What is the name of the city the water of which was bad?

X X X X
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x  What did Elisha do to purify its waters?
x You can speak about the topic of Intercess

split the Jordan River.

Conclusion:

God gave Elisha the power to do miracle and He can give His children gifts and authorities to
overcome all troubles and obstacles in their way.

Applications:

x Letds pray this week and s aqgprepave us to be yhuo r d ,
servants when we grow upo.

x Mention what you know about the following cities and write them down in your notebook:
Jericho and Jordan.

x  Draw one of the scenes of this lesson and color it.

x Advise the children to intercede with one loé tsaints and befriend them.
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Week 1-El i sha Brings the Shunammiteds

Objective:
x Emphasizing the power of God in his saints

Memory Verse:

Al am the resurrectionMandtthioeghi he; mag wvhe,
(John 11:25)

References:

x 2 Kings 4
x AiThe Life of EIlishao Nagi Fawzy

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson and verse.

x In ancient times, before Jesus was born, God dealt Mighpeople througiis holy
prophets. Through therfle showedHis power. The people saw their works and glorified
God. For example, Elisha was able to purify the water of Jericho. There is another great
miracle, which God made by the hands of Elisha.

Lesson Outlines:

Shunem was one of the towns that Elisha servedreltvas a great, rich and pious woman
living in Shunem. Her husband owned wide land and many reapers worked for him. Whenever
Elisha went to that town, this lady used to invite him to her house saying: Please come to our
house, honor us and bless us andfead. Because of her simplicity, he answered her call and
accepted her invitation. As a model minister, Elisha used to visit the towns he had visited again
and again. He visited the patients, comforted those in grief, prayed for them, preached them and
solved their problems, but he had nowhere to dwell in, neither in Shunem nor in any other town.

x What is the name of the town?
x  What is the name of the prophet?
x  Where did he spend the night?

One day, the woman said to hechdamdrands o AtLh
whenever he comes to us, he can go in thereo.
chambers and put there for him a bed, a table, a chair and a lamp (Discuss why and what was
each used for).

When the prophet Elisha came thereytlsbowed him the roof chamber and the prophet
thanked t hem. He wused to turn into the chamb
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house) . El'i sha wanted to reward the woman so
for t hat w cophatrkfew thdt lshee haal mo son, so he said to Gehazi: Call this
Shunammite and Gehazi called her. The woman stood before him at the door and the following
conversation ran between them:

+ Peace be with you.

- Peace and grace be with you.

+ You have takeall this trouble for us...

- There is no trouble at all. We are pleased to have you among us.

+ What is to be done for you? How shall we reward you?

- Thanks be to God. We need nothing. We are satisfied with what we have.

+ At this season, when the timenses around, you shall have a son.

- How can this be? My husband is old.

+ Do you have faith?

- | believe that what you say will come true through your prayers, O man of God.

After a year, God gave her a son. The boy grew up and he used to go to thétfiehis
father. He went out one day to his father among the reapers. The reapers were busy gathering the
crops. It was very hot and the boy could not bear the heat of the sun. He suffered from a
sunstroke attack. He felt giddy. He was very tired. He weritis father...My head...My head.
The father said to his servant, fACarry the bo

The mother embraced her son, kissed him, put him on her lap... he had a temperature... he
wept . .. the mother prayed: i Goodr hcahviel dmeernc.y....0
became col d. .. he stopped breathing. .. The bo
went up and laid the boy on the bed of the man of God in the roof chamber... She knelt down
beside the bed and gomany thrdugh tiie@rayers of &lisha,lyouhhald n o
man, you gave me this child... The child is dead but you can bring him back to life. | thank You
O Lord on every condition, in every condition

x What caused the boyds ill ness?
x  What was the result?
x  What did the Shunammite woman do?

She knew that the man of God was at Mount Carmel. She went to him. When he saw her

comi ng, he sent Gehazi to her to ask her whai
you?0 andtshe sa&ildo. ARl s it wel.l with your h
wello. dAls it well with your child?06 he asked
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She was a woman with great faith. The woman drew near to the man of God. She dismounted
from the donkey anénelt down to the ground before him. The man of God looked at her face
and he felt that she was in bitter distress. She told him what happened in brief. The man of God
expressed his sorrow for that severe trouble. He ordered his servant Gehazi to rglotasbe
He said to him, RnTake my staff in your hand,
not salute him... |l ay my staff wupon the face

But the Shunammite woman insisted that the man of God would go with her and he did so.
Gehai went on ahead and laid the staff upon the face of the child, but there was no sound or sign
of Iife. Therefore he returned to meet him an

x  Why did the woman go to the man of God?
x  What did Gehazi do?

When Elishavas on hi s way to her house he prayed,

at the house. He prayed. .. The boy is dead. F
God. You can do everything... Glorify your name... Bring the soul of this boytbds& body so

that this family may believe in you, Ameno. E
mouth on his mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, his hands upon his hands. He stretched himself upon
him... This case needs struggle and seems difitu  The c¢chil dés body beca!

got up and walked in the house praying and crying to the Lord repeating the same words...Then
he went up again and stretched himself upon the child. The child sneezed seven times... How
wonderful! The child opeed his eyes. Thanks be to God. The child stood up.

The miraculous deed was performed. .. God ans
A | am the resurrection. .. The Lord is Godo. t
ACal | t he womaann oc.a mieh ei nw She saw the child al
your son, your son is aliveod, the prophet sai

She thanked God. She kissed Prophet El i shaods
glorified God through Elisha, the holy man. Her faith was great.

x What did the woman do when her son died?

x What were the questions that Gehazi said to the woman and what were her answers?

x How did the woman honor the man of God?

x Who can complete thisverde: am t he resurrectioné
Conclusion:

The only son of the Shunammite woman died. She left him in his bed and went to the Prophet
El'i sha who said to her, Al s it we l | with you
child?0 And shel baswé&hed,i 8l thespwace of fait

the hearts of the faithful whatever the circumstances may be.
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Applications:
x  Pray for (so and so) who is ill... visit him... ask the priest to visit him and pray for him and
anoint himwithoilPr ay and say, AO Lord, I pray you h

x  Answer the following questions: Where do you find the story of the Shunammite woman in

the Bible? Write the text.
x Complete the foll owing: Jesus said, Al éé

shall he | iveo.
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Week 2- The Prophets and the Poisonous Food

Objective:
x God protects His children

Memory Verse:
AAnd i f they drink any thing deadly, it wil!l

References:

x 2 Kings 4
x AiThe Life of EIlishao by Nagi Fawzy

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson and verse.

Who of you prays before eating?

Who thanks God after eating?

How do you make the sign of the cross over food?
Who of you had received a guest last week?

X X X X

Lesson Outlines:

One day, Elisha entertained theildren of the prophets (there were about 50). Elisha was
sitting and they were sitting before him... They loved to listen to his teachings and his stories.
They were happy to listen to his stories because they were useful and sweet. Elisha loved them,
satwith them, asked them and answered them and listened to them.

There was a famine in the land in those days, as rain did not fall. The land dried and plants
died and the |l and did not give forth i1ts frui

Elisha hought of giving them food besides the spiritual food so he decided to entertain them.
He said to them, AYou must be hungryeécome and
invitation. Elisha ordered Gehazi his servant to put a big pot on the fire @lkelsame stew for
them. But Gehazi was a disobedient lazy disciple. He did not go to the fields to bring fruits
because the fields were far away. He found a vine, and picked as many gourds as he could carry.
The gourd is a large, hard skinned fleshy fafitclimbing or trailing plant like Colocynth or
bitter cucumber. He filled his lap and went back. He sliced them up into the stew and no one saw
him doing that. But that food was bitter and poisonous. It moves the bowels, causes colic and
vomiting. Whente men tasted it, they wouldndot eat it.

x Who were Elishads guests?
x How many prophets were there?

32 OCTOBER



Sunday School Curriculum Grade 5

Why did they like to sit with him?

What did Elisha order Gehazi to do?

What did Gehazi do?

What was the result of Gehazidés | aziness?

X X X X

It seems that Elisha didot eat with them but he only served them. When they fell that the

food was poisonous they said to EIlisha, AO ma
what happened by the Spirit. He said to them,
any deadly thing, it wi || not hurt t hemo. EI i

into the pot and asked them to eat. And there was no harm in the pot. Elisha stood up to serve
and entertain them... They glorified the Lord for this mirablet tHe performed through His
prophet Elisha. Then they left him saying: Thanks for your hospitality and teachings. Pray for us.
What the Lord says is always true: fAAnd when
hurt themo.

x  Explain how the mirde was performed.
x  What does this miracle stand for?

The children write notes in their notebooks:

x  The meal in the offerings of the Old Testament refers to the Body of Christ.
x Gourd is bitter and sin is bitter.
x Gourd + meal = good food.
x Repentance + incartian of Christ = Eternal Salvation
Conclusion:

God does not make a miraculous deed unless it is necessary. Miracles should always glorify
God not human beings. This miracle was performed by God on the hand of His prophet Elisha.
The miracles happened pootect the faithful prophets to therd from any harm. Any miracle
that does not glorify the name of God and to the benefit of people is not a true miracle.

Applications:

x Pray so that the Lord may seHiis blessings and bless the food offered to yod, make
the sign of the cross over your food.

x Search for another miracle that happened in the Old Testament to glorify the name of the
Lord.
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Week 3- Jesus and Zacchaeus the Tax-Collector

Objective:
x Emphasi zing Christés |l ove for sinners

Memory Verse:

AJesus said to him: Today, Salvation has com

References:
x Luke 19

Introduction:

Review the previous lesson and verse.

What does the word Atax collectoro mean? (=
Why was a tax collector a sinner?

Why dd all the people hate him?

X X X X

Lesson Outlines:

Zacchaeus was a short man. He was a tax collector. He was greedy who loved money so
badly. His friends were very few because he was selfish... but Zacchaeus desired to see Jesus.

x Who was Zacchaeus?
x Whom did he dsire to see?

Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus Christ. He came to know that He is coming to the city of
Jericho.

Zacchaeus went out quickly, leaving his papers and files on the table. But Zacchaeus only saw
crowds of people drawing near. Because Zacchaeus whsrt man and wanted to see Jesus he
thought of a plan. There was a Sycamore tree near him and children were playing on its
branches. He ran to it forgotten his job, status and age and made an attempt to climb the tree. He
made a great effort, as thed¢rwas so smooth that it was difficult to climb. After many attempts,
he managed to climb the tree and found himself among the leaves. His desire to see Jesus
increased. He hoped to see Jesus. The crowds approachedtildren, women, men, young
men- al surrounded Jesus and each one wanted Jesus to bless him and heal him. The crowds
passed under the tree and stood there for some time. Why? Jesus lifigsl eyees and the
crowds did the same. They thought that Jesus was prayirdebiited His eyes orZacchaeus
and said: ifZacchaeuso. Zacchaeus was surpri se
ACome down quickly, Zacchaeus, I owi || have di
He went down quickly. He bowed down to Jesus. Jesus kissed hichagais invited all those
people to have dinner in his house. He made a great feast (Describe it). Zacchaeus served them
(Describe Zacchaeusd feelings of joy when Jes
think he said to make Jesus and the guegtpy) and ask the children:
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x How would you entertain your guest?
x How did Jesus know the name of Zacchaeus?
x What does the Lord Jesus know about you?

Then Zacchaeus stood up before the Lord and

man, unjust and caul . I |l ove money before | Kknew you. I
half my belongings to the poor, and if | have cheated anyone, | will pay him back four times as
mu c h . The widow, from whom | took 2%hjogsmi ns, w

long asYou have accepted me and love me (Describe how the Lord was pleased with Zacchaeus
who repented andlis declaration: Today salvation has come to this house). Jesus became a
friend to Zacchaeus and many people became friends to Zacchaeus to

What is the name of the city?

How was Zacchaeus able to see Jesus?

What did Zacchaeus make to entertain Jesus?

Say the verse: Jesus said to hi meée

X X X X

Conclusion:

The Lord cares about us more than we care about ourselves. Jesus, who sits by the well of
water to speak to the Samaritan womanH&s who passes by the Sycamore tree to invite
Zacchaeus and promised to visit him.

Applications:

x  Always go to church and inw others to go with you.

x Invite friends or neighbors to your house as an example of the Christian loving house

x Plan to give up something you like this week for the sake of Christ, e.g. chocolate,
computer games, etc.

x  Select the right word:
Z Zacchaeus waa (short-tall) man.

Z Zacchaeus loved (Gegeople-money).
Z Zacchaeus climbed a (figycamore) tree to see Jesus.

x Arrange the words of the following verse: Jesusm -to -said -this -house-to -come-
today-hasi salvation
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Week 4- Haggai

Objective:
x Giving God the first priority in our life to receivdis blessings

Memory Verse:

ABut seek first tHiseghtéousnegsdandmll tbeke tHhgsdshalkh be @added
to youo (Matthew 6: 33)

References:

x Book of Haggai
x Al nterpretat iTadrosYMalatyaggai 0 Fr .

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson and verse.
x Review with the students how many books are in the Bible? How many in the Old
Testament? And how many in the new Testament?

Lesson Outlines:

Haggai prophesied in 520 BC. The meaning afyghi is probably derived from the Hebrew
word fAhago, which means #fAfestival o. |t may al
Afestival of Yahweho. Thus, Haggai 6s name mea

He was about seventy five when he prophesied. It is lgduadly, however, that he was born
in Babylon during Captivity. He returned from Babylon with the remnant under Zerubbabel and
evidently lived in Jerusalem.

In 538 BC, Cyrus of Persia issued a decree allowing the Jews to return to their land and
rebuildtheir temple. The initial optimism upon returning to their homeland was dampened by the
desolation of the land, crop failure, hard work, hostility and other hardships.

In 536 BC, work on the temple began. The pessimism of the people led to spirituayletha
and they became preoccupied by their own building projects. It was in this context that God
calledHis prophets Haggai and Zachariah to the same task of urging the people to complete the
temple.

Haggai acted as Godos maga stromg aBGofrdrdk serids of dour, he
terse sermons. He told them the work on the temple has ceased and the people have become
more concerned with the beautification of their own houses than with the building of the central
sanctuary of God. The four messageere:

A) The completion of the latter temple (415)
B) The glory of the latter temple (29)
C) The present blessings of obedience (23D
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D) The future blessings of promise (2:28)

A. The completion of the latter temple (1:115)

When the remnant tened from the Babylon under Zerubbabel, they began rebuilding the
temple of the Lord. The work soon stopped and the people found excuses to ignore it as the years
passed. They had no problem in building rich dwellings for themselves while claimingehat t
time for building the temple had not yet come. God communicated directly to them thizugh
prophets Haggai, Zerubbabel the governor, and Joshua the high priest. All the people responded
and twenty three days later again they started to work on thpetem

B. The glory of the latter temple (2:19)

In a few short weeks the enthusiasm of the people soured into discouragement; the elders
remembered the glory of Sol omondés temple ani
prophetic word of encouragementrechie d t he peopl e of Godds cove
past, andHis confident plans for their future (the glory of this latter temple shall be greater than
the former 2:9)

C. The present blessings of obedience (2:19)

Haggai 6 s mes s ag e tedte cantept of gantanairatiors of sin thatubtotk tha
blessing of God. Because the people have obeyed God in building the temple, they will be
blessed from that day forward.

D. The future blessings of promise (2:2@3)

On the same day that Haggai addressed the priests, he gave a second message to Zerubbabel
saying: God will move in judgment and litis powerHe will overthrow the nations of the earth
(2:21, 22). At that time, Zerubbabel, a symbol of the Messiah to cothéavhonored. The

Messiah is portrayed in Zerubbabel: Al wi It
ring for | have chosen youo (2:23) sealing bo
Conclusion:

His basic theme was clear, that they must reorder theiritiggoand complete the temple
before they can expect the blessing of God upon their efforts. Haggai brought them to an
understanding that circumstances become difficult when people place their own selfish interests
bef ore Godos. Wh e nseektoddfis valluHe wil loridg His peoetjoy and d
prosperity.

Applications:

x Read the two chapters of the Book of Haggai at home this week.
x Chose a verse you like and write down your meditation and thought about it. Bring it to the
class next week tshare it with the rest of the class.
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Grade 5

L ESSONS FOR THEM ONTH OF NOVEMBER

Week1- Honor Your Father and Mother
Week?2- Exploring the Promised Land
Week 3- Jesus Heals a Bleeding Woman

Week4- The Bronze Serpent
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Week 1- Honor Your Father and Mother

Objective:

x Teach the children to obey and respect their parents
x  Children should learn how to reward their parents for their love
x  Children should learn how to respect each other

Memory verse:
AHonor your fat htematanydowroudaymtmay ,be | ong
20:12)
References:
x Nelson Study Bible

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson and verse.

x God gave His people the Ten Commandments to live by them.

x Honor your father and your mother is the fifth commandngwen by God. It comes
bef ore fiyou shall not kill o this means tha
important.

Lesson Outlines:

A. Consequences of disobeying this commandment
God not only commanded us to honor our parent$lbunade it clear thatlwoever disobeys,

curses or abuses them wil!/ be severely puni st
shall surely be put to deathod (Exodus 21:15),
surely be put to dea20009) ExiddeswRd: hirst Leat $ i
away his mother is a son who causes shame and

Di sobedience could be by words of cursing or
eye that mocks his father, and scosbhedience to his mother, the ravens of the valley will pick it
out, and the young eagles wil|l eat ito (Prove

B. How to honor our father and mother?

You can honor your father and mother by obe
the instrut i on of your father, And do not forsake
nice and cheerful when they ask you to do something for them and show respect in the way you
talk to them and in your discussion with them.

Make them feel your love for thendesus taught us that we should love our enemies, how
much more then should we love our parents and sacrifice everything for them and always pray
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for them AA wise son makes a glad father, but

10: 1)i,sdéiAsawvn makes a father glad, but a fool i s
Support them for the Lord said that honoring parents and supporting them and providing them

with the money they need is more important than offering money as sacrifice® t emp | e, )

if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied

the faith and is worse than an unbelievero (1

Our society, Christians and n@hristian, dedicate a certain day of the yearfach of them.
We cel ebrate Motherds Day and Fatheroés Day to
them.
It is important to obey them in the Lord. This means to have always Christ in front of us and
to obey them in what pleases the Lord Jesus.
C. Rewardsof honoring our parents

Honoring your father and your mother is the only commandment out of the Ten
Commandments that is followed by a promise, i
your God has commanded you, that your days may be long, antlriresy be well with you in
the | and which the Lord your God is giving VY
At hat your days be | ongd This proves to us
commandment.

x  Why did the Lord command that mamosild honor his parents?

x Who else should we honor other than our own fathers?

x  What promise comes with this commandment?

Conclusion:

Honoring the parents and respecting them is a commandment of God to His children. It is the
first commandment with a promisaf a reward even on earth. Let us respect our parents
according to the word of our Lord as Jesus Christ respected His mother St. Mary and St. Joseph.

Applications:

x  Try to show your parents this week how much you love them.
x  Write down all the things thgour parents do for you and you need to thank them for.

x Draw a AThank youo card for your parents t
you.

Show respect for everyone around you.

X
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Week 2- Exploring the Promised Land

Objective:
x Completetrustinth&od6s promi ses

Memory Verse:

Al will not | eave you or forsake you. Be str
References:

x  Numbers 13 & 14

x AiThe Life of Moseso F. B. Mayer, transl ated

Introduction:

Review the previous lesson and ers

Who remembers the state of the ancient people in the land of Egypt?
What is the name of the King?

Whom did the Lord call to bring the people out of Egypt?

X X X X

Lesson Outlines:

The Lord regarded the distressHi people and what pharaoh did. The Lord wdritesave
His people from the land of bondage. The Lord chose Moses to lead the people to the land,
which he promised to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey.

x  Who remembers the name of this land?

Moses obeyed the Lord and trusted Him. He ledbtteo pl e t o victory. The
not | eave you or forsake youo. On their way o
children my Lordo. The Lord performed many mi

x  Who remembers some of these miracles?

Moses led the people till they reached the Jordan River. The Lord ordered Moses to send men
to explore the Promised Land, the Land of Canaan. Moses chose a man from each tribe.

x How many tribes were there?
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From the tribe of Judah he chose a man whose mas&Caleb and he chose Joshua from the
tribe of Ephraim. Moses held a special meeting for them and reminded them of the words of
God, Al will not | eave you or forsake youo.

x  What did Moses say to them in that meeting?
x Who remembers the verse?

The twelvemen asked the people to pray for them then they started their journey. On their

way to the | and they were singing the hymn to
them became tired they encour aged unorforsakey r eci
youo and sometimes they stopped to pray. At |

was rich and fertile. It was the season of grapes. They brought with them pomegranates, figs and
a bunch of grapes, which was so heavy thaidk ttwo men to carry it on a pole between them.
They returned after spending forty days in the land.

x How many men spied out the land?
x  What did they carry with them?

The twelve men returned and met Moses. They
told them that the land was fertile and flowing with milk and honey ...the land was covered with
green vegetation, beautiful flowers and tasty fruits... the men showed them the bunch of grapes
so that they might believe them (the Servant can tell thdrehilabout the conversations that ran
between the people and the twelve men).

Ten men spread fear among the people and discouraged them saying that they were so weak
that they could not defeat the peopl egants t he
and the cities were well fortified surrounded by high walls. The people were afraid and wanted to
choose a leader from among them to lead them back to Egypt (the Servant should emphasize
Joshuads faith and Cal eb 6 dlence andtcdim thetpbople dndvo me
encourage them saying that the land was fertile and the Lord will give it to them and the roads
t hat l ead to it were easy to cross and the L
miraculous deeds, which the Lord fmemed among us and so long as the Lord is with us we do
not fear them.

The people refused to listen to them. The people cried loudly and raised stones at them. The
gl ory of the Lord appeared to all t hesel srael
peopl e wild.l Il ive to enter that | ando. The Lot
Lord and were faithful tédim would enter that land. The war began and the Lord was with His
people and the people won victory over the enemy, the giantssbecauGod s ai d, Al wi
you or forsake youo. None of the twelve men e
(the Servant should emphasize the fact that the person who trusts the Lord and relies on Him in
all his affairs and movements s@eds and wins victory and when we trust in the Lord and
struggle against the sin, the Lord will grant us victory and success in all our life).
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Conclusion:

The Lord cares for the birds of the sky and the lilies of the field. Am | not of more value than
mary birds (Matthew 6:264). The Lord emphasizes that all the hairs of our heads are counted
and known to Him. Does not this fact strengthen our trusiiim? fA The Lord i s my
salvation; whom shall | fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; owh o s hal | I be
Notice the faith of Joshua and Caleb and their trust in God and His promises in spite of the
logical and natural obstacles. This is the trust of the children of God who know the faithfulness
of the Lord.

Applications:

x  Pray thathe Lord care for you and your family.

x Compl ete the following passage by insertin
eé to explore the Promised Land. The men
excellent and rich. They béoofghgrw

eh whemh
et ween t
i I

p
heavy that two men €éé it on a € bet
ai d, w

é
could éé the enemies as the Lord s

> D
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Week 3- Jesus Heals a Bleeding Woman

Objective:
x To learn the work of fi¢h in our life

Memory Verse:

AYour faith has made you well. Go in peaceo
References:

x Luke 8

x Matthew 9

x A The Lord Jesus at the Shore of Lake Gal il e

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson and verse.

When Jesus touched the coffin and sai d: iYou
was brought back to life. And today we see that anyone who touches Jesus will be healed. | mean
if the hand of the Lord Jesus touches our life or if we s$#ekin our life, He will answer all the
requests of our hearts.

Lesson Outlines:

Jesus andHis disciples spent some time on the shore of a lake. When they returned to
Capernaum, they saw a large crowd waiting for Jesus. Jesus had no time for rest. He sat down on
the shore and taught the crowds with patience and lovelameiped all.

x  Where was Jesus sitting?
x  What is the name of the town?
x  What wasHe doing?

Then a man named Jairus arrived. He went th
feet. This man held i gh posi ti on. He was an official i
knew him. Jairus was confused and perplexed. He cried loudly and said: My daughter is dying.

She is only twelve years old. Please come quickly and lay your hand on her. | am sure that sh

will be completely healed. Jesus went with Jairus. The disciples and the crowd followed them.

The people crowded Jesus from every side. They all desired to see what would happen. But
suddenl vy, Jesus stopped and as km®idearanddhsawert ouc h
but no answer came. Peter said, AMaster, the
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x  Where were the crowds going?
x  What did Jesus say wheéte stopped suddenly?

Jesus said again: ASomeone plhavert aviemh e d urhe .0.f.
was complete silence. .. A woman came tremblir
hi m, Anlt was | sir. .. I have suffered from se

on doctors, but no one was ablectoe me. | heard amazing things about You O Jesus the Great
Healer. So | came to you... while | was among the crowd, an idea came to my mind: If | could
touch the edge of his ¢l oak, | would be heale

x What did this woman suffer from?
x  What did she heabaut Christ?

Then | drew near you O Jesusé and touched
i mmedi ately and the bleeding stopped. Lord |
ADaughter, your faith has madenyotutowéhiru&o I

brought his daughter back to life.

x  Where was Jesus going to? And who was With?

x  What did the woman do?

x How did Jesus feel the womandés touch in spi
x What did Jesus say to her? edccur faith has m
x Study the verseé

x Who can say the verse?

Conclusion:

Your promise is always true O Lord. You say: Whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive,
if you have faith. This woman came to you believing thiati alone can heal her even if she
touches Your dthes she will be healed. And she touckiedr clothes and was healed.

O Lord give me that faith... Many people crowd around Jesus without believidgminO
Lord do not let me be one of those.

Applications:

x Let us visit (hame) who is sick and pray fomhand give him a Qurbana.

x Let us ask the priest to pray for (name) the sick man and to anoint him with the holy oil so
that he may be well.

x Fil | the spaces with e work each: T

on h nm
al |l her money er &E€bhritshédswemamnd the b

e WwWo
| eedi
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Week 4- The Bronze Serpent

Objective:
x God dislikes sin

Memory Verse:
AWe have sinned, for we have spoken against

References:
x  Numbers 21

Introduction:

x Review the previous lessondiverse.
x Who gives us our food, our clothes, etc?
x Are we used to thanking the Lord fdrs gifts?

Lesson Outlines:

You know how the Lord cared about His people in Egypt and Hevsaved them from the
bondage of Pharaoh. He chose Moses as a leader andgatdwim with miraculous deeds. Do
you know how the Lord gave him favor in the eyes (the sight) of Pharaoh and that the miracles
he made amazed the Egyptians and made the Pharaoh submit to the will of God and release the
people. The people went out undee thadership of Moses. Moses struck the sea with his staff
and the people crossed on dry ground. The Lord led them by the cloud by day and by a pillar of
fire by night. The Lord sent them the manna and quails so that they might not starve. When they
were walking in a barren land and needed water, the Lord brought them water out of a rock. The
Lord also cared spiritually about them. He cared about their souls and gave Moses the tablets of
the Covenant.

x What did the Lord provide Moses with so that he migkhtdme a great leader of his
people?
x How did the Lord care abottis people when they were in the wilderness?

In spite of all this the people spoke against the Lord and against Moses. They complained of
the manna and the quail. Serpents bit them. Serpemtsfound everywhere, inside and outside
their tents. Serpents bit many of them and those who were bitten died. The plague was severe
and powerful. They suffered from severe pain. The people realized that the hand of the Lord was
laid heavily on them. Thecame to Moses and said: We have sinned; for we have spoken against
the Lord and against you. Now pray to the Lord to take these serpents away. We are sinners and
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the Lord wil!/ not | isten to us. Moses esked t
said, fAYes, we repento.

Moses went to a lonely place, bowed down and worshipped the Lord then he stood up and
prayed: O Lord | have sinned and these people sinned against you. Forgive me and forgive them.
O Lord, take these serpents away. Glorybetoyo Amen o .

The Lord lovedHis servant Moses because he was honest and obedient so he answered his
prayers. The Lord, said to Moses: AMake a br

who was bitten could | ook atonze serpanhahd potet orhae al e d
pol e. He gathered the people and said to then
serpent with the faith wildl be healedo... and

Were the people thankful to therd forHis gifts?

What did they say to Moses about the manna?

How did the Lord punish them?

What does the bronze serpent stand for in the New Testament?

X X X X

The children write in their notebooks: It stands for the Sacrifice of Christ. The people carried
those who were bitteby the serpents and put them before the bronze serpent and they were
healed. Some of them were bitten a long time before and some were bitten a short time before
and immediately looked at the bronze serpent. Even those to whom the serpents drew teear to bi
them, hurried to look at the bronze serpent and the serpents could not do them any harm.

If we committed a sin a long time ago or if we have just sinned or if the devil is coming to
fight us, we should hurry andLolrodo k haatv et hree rccryo
and the Lord will have mercy on you.

x Who was saved from the serpentds poison?

x Who will save us from the Serpentds Poison
x Let us repeat together: We sinned?©é

x Give the children some crosses.

x Encourage the children to benefit from ffmver of the cross in their practical life.

Conclusion:

Moses raised a met al serpent and put it on

commandment so that anyone who was bitten could look at it and be healed. In this the Lord
desired to makall the people look at that holy sacrifice, which would be put on the cross and
anyone who believed iHim and looked aHim would live, body and soul. For God so loved the
world thatHe gaveHis only begotten Son that whoever believe$lim, should not prish but

have eternal life.
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Applications:

x Pray this week and say,; AMy crucified Lord,

day and night.
x Make many types of crosses, draw them, color them and bring them with you to the Sunday
School. Put one ohem in the place where you pray.
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L ESSONS FOR THEM ONTH OF DECEMBER

Week1l- The Exile in Babylon

Week2- The Parable of the Ten Virgins

Week3- Jesus Heals the Canaanite Wom

Week4d- Jesus Raises a Widowds Son 1 n
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Week 1- The Exile in Babylon

Objectives:
x God hates sin

Memory Verse:
AGod be merciful to me, a sinnero (Luke 18:1

References:
x 2 Kings 25

Introduction:

x Review the previouksson and verse.
x  Show how the Lord was kind tdis people.
x How did the people presume upon Godds Kkindn
x Il n the previous |l essons we saw how Godods
disobedience on the part of the people. In 2 Kings 25, the Scriptlgeis about the story
of Exile. What does the word AExil e0 mean?

x  When did that Exile happen?

Lesson Outlines:

The Lord is Holy. He does not like sin so when people sinned, they were punished by being
sent into exile.

Zedekiah, King of Jerusalem sinnadainst the Lord. The people followed him and sinned.
They turned aside from the Commandments of God. So the Lord punished them. There was
another King whose country was a neighboring country. What is his name? He was a great King.
He was King Nebuchadneazof Babylonian.

This king came to fight the king of Jerusalem. His army got into the city. They looted the city
and killed many people. They built towers around it and besieged it. The siege lasted for two
years. The people in the city suffered from sdwenger. They needed bread. King of Jerusalem
and a number of his soldiers fled at night. They left by way of the Royal garden, went through
the gateway and fled in the direction of Jordan Valley. But the Babylonian army pursued King
Zedekiah, captured imi in the plains near Jericho, and all his soldiers deserted him. Zedekiah
was taken to King Nebuchadnezzar and there King Nebuchadnezzar passed sentence on him.
Whil e Zedekiah | ooked on, his sons were put
eyes ptiout, placed him in chains and took him to Babylon.

x How did the Lord punish the people when they sinned?
x What does the word fiexil eo mean? What does
x Who can forgive sins?
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x What was the sentence passed on the King of Jerusalem?

King of Babylon entered Jerusalem (what is his name?): He burnt down the temple, the
palace, and the houses of all important people and his soldiers tore down the city walls. He took
away to Babylon the people who were left in the city. He took away all th@epebJerusalem
into exile and plundered them. He sent all the people into exile, except Prophet Jeremiah. The
people suffered oppression for a long time. During this long period of suffering their hearts
returned to God. They cried, O Lord, have mercywos é we have siouhed ag
Remember Your promise and Your covenant, O Lord. When¥mill come back to us and to
have mercy on us? We are all sinners...let us repent and say: O Lord, have mercy on us, sinners.

What did Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylda with the City of Jerusalem?
What did Nebuchadnezzar do with the King of Jerusalem and the people of Jerusalem?
What did Nebuchadnezzar do with the Templ €
the people?

x  What caused all these tribulations?

Conclusion:

Although God is gracious, merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; yet He
dislikes sin andHe is righteous. He gives sinners many chances to repent and return but when
man | ives in sin all of hi sredumefupon the richesidisor d pu
kindness and forbearance and patience? Do you
you to repentance? But by your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself
on the day of wr ast hj undhgenme nGo dwdisl |Ir ibgeh treeovue al e d o

Applications:

x Confess your sins this week to the Lord before the priest.

x Pray this week and say: Lord be merciful to me, a sinner. Repeat this prayer several times
day and night.

x Give the children an opportugiduring the lesson or after the lesson to pray so that the
Lord may forgive them their sins. End your lesson with a suitable hymn such as:
When | sin To whom shall | go but you

It is you that will be merciful to me, O Jesus | worship you and pray tgou
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Week 2- The Parable of the Ten Virgins

Objective:
x Being prepared for the Kingdom of God.

Memory Verse:
ABehol d, the bridegr okdimo s( Maa nmihnegw, 2g50. 60ut t o

References:
x Matthew 25

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson and verse.
x Set the scene by asking the children about what they know about the wedding parties and
the attitude of the virgins.

Lesson Outlines:

Jesus told them many things in parables. Why? He told the people a story about ten virgins
who were invited to a weddingy. They took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom but
five of them went in withHim to the marriage feast and the other five were rejected. Five of
them were wise and the other five were foolish. When the foolish took their lamps they took no
oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed,
they all sl umbered. But at midnight there was
Hi mo .

x Why were five of them called wise and the others calledsbali
x  What did all of them do when the bridegroom was delayed?
x What was the cry heard at midnight?

Then all those virgins rose and trimmed thei
us some of your oil, for oapl ileadnpsi Reareh gmd ntgh ¢
enough for us and you; go rather to the deal e
buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready wentivitho the marriage feast; and

the door was shut. Afterwardstbet her vi rgins came al so, saying
He replied, ATrul vy, I say to you, I do not k
therefor e, for you know neither the day nor

attractive way, let the children deduce the symbols of the story through the questions:

x Who are the wise m virgins (Those who are ready)?
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Who are the foolish virgins (Those who are not ready)?

What is the oil? (Works).

Who is the bridegroom? (Jesus).

Whatdes t hi s statement mean, APerhaps there
(The righteous man is scarcely saved).

x What does the statement Aithe door was shu
attempt to repent is useless).

X X X X

Conclusion:

No one knows whewe will meet the Lord again, so we have to be always prepared for this
meeting. We have to be awake and careful about our spiritual life and to make use of every
minute in our lives to come closer to the Lord. Thus when He comes He would know us and we
would know Him well.

Applications:

x If you feel that you do not want to pray, or read the word of God, or go to the House of the
Lord, make the sign of the cross and obey the commandment.

x Ask ten children to bring in ten lamps (they can be made of papeg)ofFthem contain a
candle each and the others are without candles. Children can act this parable under the
supervision of the Servant.
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Week3-Jesus Heals the Canaanite Woman

Objective:
x Christés power of healing sick peopl e

Memory Verse:
AThen Jesus answered her: O woman, great i s

References

x Matthew 15
x AExpl anation of

the Gospel of St. Matt hewo
x AExpl anation of the

Gospel of St.. Matt hewo

Introduction:

Review the previosilesson and verse.

Who remembers some miracles of healing that Jesus performed?

What should you do if one of your relatives is sick?

Who are your friends? Are they all your citizens? Are they all from your village? Are they
all your relatives?

X X X X

Lesson Outlines:

Jesus helped all people whoever they were. You rememberHehditl to Zacchaeus the tax
collector, and to the mad, blind and dumb boy. Jesus helped people in many ways. Sometimes
He gave them what they wanted quickly and sometiespostponed answag them on
purpose.

There was a Canaanite woman who had a mad daughter... She was sorry for her... She wept
day and night because she saw her suffering. She wished her quick recovery. When the woman
heard that Jesus healed all diseases, she asked Méavas. She heard thee was near the
cities of Tyre and Sidon, so she hurried to mdeh but the place was very crowded with

people. She cried out, ASon of David, have me
AMy daughter isleamadoaddtionda tRBRutribesus did
woman went on crying. Hi s disciples came to
foll owing us and making all this noiseo.

x  Where was the woman from?
x  What did her daughter suffer from?
x  What did $ie say?

The Lord Jesus knew that the faith of that woman was great. So He did not want to answer her
request instantly. He wanted to give the crowds a lesson in faith.
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+ What do you want? You have disturbed us with your noise.

- Have mercy on me, Lord aieal my daughter. My daughter is mad.

+ Of what race are you and where do you come from.

- | am a pagan from a town near Tyre and Sidon.

+ | have been sent only to the lost sheep of the people of Israel.

- (The woman bowed downtdi m and saiedl)p finde .L.o.r ds,t rhengt hen
+ What do you want?

- Heal my daughter... Have mercy on me.

+ | told you | have been sent only to the lost sheep of Israel and it is not right to take the
childrenés food and throw it to the dogs.

- That is true, my Lord,bt even the dogs eat the | eftover
Give me what is thrown to the dogs.

When Jesus saw that the woman had a deep, strong, firmHath,s ai d t o her |, i
woman of great faith. Wh a t Ang at that weaynmomemtihér | be
daughter was healed.

Conclusion:

The Canaanite woman who was of a foreign race came to Christ and her heart was full of faith
as no one but Christ could heal her daughter. So she insisted on meeting Christ. The Lord tested
herfaith by words that could make her lose hope but because of her deep faith, her contrition and

her earnest prayers, she deserved the Lordods

Applications:

x In your notebook, write down the name of yourf e nds who do not come
b) éé ¢) ... ¢é Ask them to accompany you to

how to love the Lord Jesus.

x Hold a discussion with the children and go together to the people around us whom Jesus
wantsustoHep é al | the peopl e, of all cl asses, |
beggars, porters, leaders, doctors, engineers, servants, girls or boys, etc.
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Week4-Jesus Raises a Widowds Son in

Objective:
x To appreciate Christodés authority over death

Memory Verse:
AYoung man, | bukey’:14 o you, ariseo (

References:
x Luke 7

Introduction:

x Review previous lesson and verse.
x What is the meaning of a widow and an orphan?

In the previous lesson we saw how our Lord Jesus Christ has authority to cdstnaous,
and today we speak about His authority to raise the dead.

Lesson Outlines:

The Lord Jesus was in a town called Capernaum. He spent a night thd#e aedled the
slave of the Roman Captain. On the second #&ywent to a town called Nain. Crowd$
people, men and women, followétim. Many men, women, young people and children wanted
to be blessed and to be healed. The Lord stretelietiand and blessed them all dt#é healed
those who were sick... The Lord saw a great crowd gathering at the@nof the town. He sent
some ofHis disciples to see what was up. The crowds drew near. Loud cries were heard. The
peopl e were sad. Woman were dressed in bl ackeEé
was a funeral procession. The disciples askedbtieem:

+ What is the matter?

- A funeral. Who?

+ A widowds son from the town.
- Does he have brothers?

+ No, he is her only son.

- Sad news.

The disciples looked at one another. Cannot Christ raise this young man? OfHewse.
The disciples ran tthe Lord. They askeHim to come near the funeral procession, which was
on its way to the tomb.
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x What is the name of the town?
x  Where was Jesus at that time?
x  Whom did the Lord send?

Lord Jesus Christ went there. There were loud cries. Men and women wegmgvelesus
walked over and ordered the men carrying the coffin to stop, and the men stopped. The people
asked themsel ves, AWhat will Jesus do?0 The L
Him where she was. When the Lord saw her weepingheat was filled with pity for her, and
said to her, ADo not <cryo. The woman sai d, i F
died. He |l eft me al one. I do not have any oth
will see the glory of God.wi | | bring your son back to |ifeo.
dried her tears. She believed...

The Lord drew near the coffin and touched i
(Notice that the Lord spoke to a dead man). How wonderful. Thereawasvement in the
coffin. The dead man raised the covering and the shroud. He sat up. Women rejoiced and the
men said: Glory be to you Lord Christ. Blessed be the Name of the Lord. The young man
unbound the handkerchief, which bound his head. He unboartteth The people congratulated
the widow. Your son has been brought back to life. Congratulations! Jesus has brought the young
man back to life. The boy began to speak. The Lord took him and gave him to his mother. Take
your soné he i s elahappyw 8he boivededownw bafoeerhimf She raised her
hands and thanked God. She got hold of her so
raised. The crowds were amazed. A powerful miraculous deed took place among them. All the
people glorified ad praised the Lord. We also glorify and praise the Lord with them and say:
When | am tiredée

What did the Lord Jesus say to the widow?

What did the Lord Jesus say to the young m
Draw the <chil dr en & sChrésttcones ih the suitaliledime th solvef a c t
our problems. The distance between the dead young man and the tomb was very short.
Christ came to the town gate in the right time to raise the dead man.

x  The children must understand that Christ was not at the t@ate incidentally or by
chance, buHe was there in that place and that time to raise the dead young man.

Conclusion:

Truly, Lord, you visited this widow when she was in severe trouble but through your
kindness, she restored her son. The children of @ddte the Lord. In them, the miserable find
comfort and the upset find peace, and the hopeless finds faith. O Lord, have mercy on me and let
me | ive in this true religion. 't is written
Father is ths: to visit orphans and widows in their afflictions, and to keep oneself unstained from
the worldo (James 1:27).
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Applications:

x Arrange a visit with the students to an orphanage.
x How many miracles of raising the dead by Jesus Christ are mentioned in yhilbleP
x What are these miracles?
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L ESSONS FOR THEM ONTH OF JANUARY

Week1- Celebrating Christmas Differently
Week?2- The Epiphany: Nicodemus and Baptism
Week3- The Flight into Egypt

Week4- St. Anthony the Great
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Week 1- Celebrating Christmas Differently

Objective:
x Understand the deep meaning of Christmas celebration

Memory Verse:
AMy soul magni fies the Lord and My spirit re

References:
x  From thelnspiration of Christmas by Pope Shenouda IlI

Introduction:
x Review the previous lesson and verse

Christmas has many spiritual meanings; one of the most important of them is the love of God
towards man. God out dfis great love toward man descended to kirach and dwelt among
them. He senitlis only begotten son, incarnated and lived on earth among them to save them. He
madeHimself one with our nature. The birth of Christ was the beginning of a true practical love.

Lesson Outlines:

The birth of Christ is @ource of joy in our life, when man failed to reconcile with God, He
cameHimself to us, God descended to man. And that is why this should be our belief and our
way in celebrating Christmas. It is not all about exchanging gifts and be busy with them. The
most important thing is exchanging the gift of Love to those who really need it. Usually we offer
our best gift to our best friend, forgetting or neglecting that there might be another person in the
same group or class who is left behind without anyongsqiaying attention to him/her and we
dondét share our | ove to them. Love shoul dnot
Maggie offered gifts to Christ whelHe was born but this is one of the aspects but the most
important one is the gift th&bhrist offered to us iklis birth, which is HIMSELF.

He left heaven in all its glory to come to us the poor on earth. He offered love in the form of
healing the sick, comforting the troubles and heavy leaden, in offering peace on earth with the
promise ofinheriting eternal life with all its happiness to those who love God. He offered the
most precious gift of givinglimself andHis life for us on earth up till the death on the cross.

It is not only offering materialistic gifts, and to those who ary alose to our hearts. Or
donot | et the world to deceive you by the b
decorations everywher e, but rather go deeply
behind it; what is the true meaning ofceanging gifts or filling the world with bright lights.
There is a spiritual meaning that the world among the busy time concerning about the outside
face of celebration forgot its true value.
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While decorating your Christmas tree remember to decorate lifjeuwith virtues, while
lighting it remember that Christ came to enlighten our path and asked us to be the light of the
world, with every Christmas gift you wrap remember to outreach to everyone around you as
Christ offered to all of us without exceptsmnAnd finally when it takes your eyes and your heart
by how beautiful it is remember Christ, the reason of the season is the most excellent of men.

So when you celebrate the true spirit of Christmas you give from your comfort, time, effort,
possession,rpcious things to your heart, and money. It could be as simple as helping that day
whoever around us by stretching your hand doing their daily routinely tasks and give them time
to rest instead, etc.

Don6t forget i n maki ng dedtoustoooffer ldimselin glsgateh at C
up something precious which Kis throne in heaven and praising of the Cherubim and the
Seraphim, and descend with it to those whom the world look to them as unworthy and left
behind.

When you experience how the actlofe brings joy to others same like what we received
from God in Christmas, then at that time you will truly experience the joy of Christmas and the

unity of the body of Christ. Then youdl | enct
andmyspirir ej oi ced in God of my salvationo

True Joy is:

Jesus first

Others second

Y ourself last

Conclusion:

May the Lord give us the insight to give lde gave us so we can enjoy the good tidings of
comfort and joy.

Applications:

x Discuss with thehildren according to their age what acts of Love they can offer and help
them achieve this task.

x As an example, take them to distribute presents to orphans or sing Christmas carols to
nursing homes.
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Week 2- The Epiphany: Nicodemus and Baptism

Objective:
x  To understand the work of baptism that we attained when we were children.

Memory Verse:

AUnl ess one is born of water and the Spirit,
References:

x John 3

x AiThe Mystery of Baptismo by Ana Gregory

x ABirth efrramdwathe Spirito Fr. Tadros Y. Mal a
x AiBaptismo Rod el Far ag

x AThe Sacraments of the Churcho by Habib Gir

Introduction:

x Give the lesson in the Baptism Room in the church or bring with you picture of a small doll
and some water.

x Mention the Seven Chur@acraments.

x  What is the first sacrament?

Lesson Outlines:

A man named Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews. He knew that Jesus was a
good Master, so he came to Jesus by night and said to him...Conversation... Mention the
conversation in évely way.

What is the name of our feast today?

What is the mands name?
Why did he come by night?

What did Jesus say? Did he understand?

X X X X

When he didnét understand, Jesus said to hirt
Take this opportunity and x pl ain the rituals of Bapti smé By
ti mes, this stands for Christdés burial and h
application which lies in repentance, keeping away from the first works and the beginaing of
new life of holiness, quiet full of obedience and love... Nicodemus thanked Jesus but he needed
an example from the Old Testament.

x How is the Sacrament of Baptism practiced?
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x What does this mean?
x How can | live in baptism now?
x  What did Nicodemus ask for?

The Lord reminded him of the bronze serpent... Faith heals us... i.e. love for the Crucified
Christ, repentance, receiving the Holy Communion keep the poisonous sin away from us an thus
we become pure... Nicodemus thanked Jesus again and left happily.

x  What was the example that the Lord gave? Explain it.
x  What does it mean?
x What is there in common between the bronze serpent and the Cross?

Conclusion:

x Do we learn a lesson from Nicodemus and go to the Lord to coHsultabout our
problems?

x Baptism is a newbirth and repentance is a second birth; do we always walk in the spirit of
repentance?

Applications:

x We have to confess our sins and repent and receive the Holy Communion so that the work
of baptism may be renewed in us.

x  Fill in the blanks:
€ wenneetto éé by night and Christ spoke abou
Unl ess one is born of €éé and éé he cannot
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Week 3- The Flight into Egypt

Objective:
x Shun (keep away from) evil

Memory Verse:
AAri se take t Hiemopherradgf chel doaBdypto (Matthew

References:
x AEgypt receives the Virginso by Siliman Nes

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson and verse.

x Prepare the following visual aids: A picture of the Holy Family in Egypt, a picture of the
Virgin tree and somelaces which were sanctified when the Holy Family stayed in them,
etc.

x Ask the students: Did the Magi return by the same route? Why?

Lesson Outlines:

The Magi returned by another route. His ministers and leaders in the palace surrounded
Herod. They werelbupset. He was pacing. They asked him... but he did not answer...days went
by and they all felt that the King was confused. One day he realized that the Magi would not
come back. He sent his leaders to Bethlehem to kill the children who are two yearsiotter.

They asked why but he refused to answer... they understood... they did not want to do that but he
insisted.

Why was Herod upset?

When did he send to kill the children?

What was the purpose by so doing?

Why did he say Atwo years and under o?

X X X X

A group of soldiers and officers went there... The city was in great disorder... What happened?
The orders were issued. Mothers tried to escape but they could not. The soldiers divided the city.
They killed the children...cries were heard in every houseaplp cursed the tyrant (Explain
what happened during the meeting and how Herod was disappointed).

x What did the soldiers do?
x Was the king pleased? Why?
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Herod wanted to kill Christ...Will God let that happen? The angel appeared to Joseph and
sai d, takeke shikd,andli s mot her and fl ee to Egypto. Jc
Egypt the idols fell down (Describe the journey and the places the Holy Family stayed in and
how happy we are because Christ visited our land: Ancient Cairo, MattariyabinNélley -
use a map and some pictures).

Conclusion:

God had a perfect plan for the Holy family so that Jesus Christ would be protected. This plan
was perfected to complete our salvation. The fight of the Holy family to Egypt is a great blessing
to the land of Egypt. Egypt was the only country Jesus Christ had visited beside Israel.

Applications:

x Search the internet for a map of the Holy family trip in Egypt.
x  Answer the following questions:

a) Why did the Holy Family flee into Egypt?

b) What happened to thedts when Christ entered Egypt?
x Read John 3.

66 JANUARY



Sunday School Curriculum Grade 5

Week 4- St. Anthony the Great

Objective:
x To learn about Monasticism and the strength of the solitude life of monks

Memory Verse:

Alf you want to be perfect, go, s avll havewh at vy

treasure in heaven; and come, follow Meo ( Mat

References:

x AiCoptic Church Reviewb7Volume 1, No. 4, pp.
x ACoptic Church Reviewdo Vol ume 15, No. 1, 2

x ALife of Antony, o0 by St. Athanasius

x AThe Lives of the FRtihmcispl eMaSaiymtss o almyl toh d
Volumes 1,2 & 3

Introduction:

Review the previous lesson and memory verse with the students
Ask the students of what they know about monks?

What are the main characteristics of monks?

Who started Monasticism the whole world?

X X X X

Lesson Outlines:

The origin of monasticism is associated with the name of St. Antony. He was born in Coma, a
village of Upper Egypt, in a rich Coptic Christian family. After the death of his parents, when he
was about twenty, he heardmé church the words of the Gospel
sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow
Meo (Matthew 19:21). These words were a divin
all his property, which consisted of 300 acres of fertile land, and devoted himself entirely to the
ascetic life.

At first he retired near his village, imitating the lives of the holy elders who lived in the area.
Whenever he heard of an ascetic distingetsfor some virtue, he sought him out as a bee seeks
the flowers, and never left him until, he had gathered something good to carry home. He spent
his days in continuous prayer, and either reading or working with his hands. After the year 285
AD, he retir@ into complete solitude; in the ruins of a castle and then he went to the Inner
Mountain near the Red Sea.

Saint Athanasius the Apostolic, the pope of Alexandria t hat ti me descri be
ceaseless struggle with the devil. The devil appeared to him in visions, in dreams, and even in
daylight, in all possible forms. He tempted him by wealth, by the shape of fascinating women; by
reminding him of his forrer life and a sister he had left behind. He frightened him by the shapes
of wild animals. St. Antony was always victorious, because of his only wéafaith in Christ.
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After the year 305 AD, disciples were attracted to him and he had to leave his setusion
become their teacher and leader. Some of his teachings to the monks are preserved to us by St.
At hanasi us; ot hers are present in the ASayin
letters attributed to him. In his life he founded several menast and the number of his monks
reached 100,000 during his life time.

St . At hanasius described him as fAa physicia
visited and resorted to for consolation and aid, by Christians an@lnastians, by asceticsick
and needy. He received a letter from the Emperor Constantine, on the occasion of which he told
his disciples, AWonder not that the emperor v
that God has written the law for man, and has spokentoustsy Hown Son. 0

Twice he left the desert. In the year 311 AD, during the persecution under Maximanus he
went to Alexandria to assist the martyrs and confessors. Again in 338 AD, at the request of his
disciple and friend, St. Athanasius, he came to the sagtdiear witness to the Orthodox faith

against Ariands heresy. During his visit many
Godo and were converted. He refused to stay
water, soamonkoutofhsso|l i t ude di es. 0

During the last fifteen years of his life he retired again to solitude at Mount Colzim, keeping
only two disciples with him. They were with him at the time of his death in the years 356 AD,
when he was 105 years old.

Then the monks, as hadhordered them, prepared his body for burial and hid it in the earth as

he ordered them adding: Aln the day of the re
hand of Christ.o And to this day no one knows
His final wordsta¢t he monks who were with him, il wi | |
is written, for | see myself being called by the Lord, and | am gointdinm Now you watch

your sel ves, and do not deviate from ytybaes, ascet

but act like you are just starting out with your asceticism and keep your enthusiasm. You know
the tricks of the evil demons. You have seen what weaklings they are; do not be afraid of them,
but entrust yourselves to Christ at all times and gat gtrength fromHim, spreading the sweet
smell of incense in Christ. As though you were going to die each day, remember the things you
have heard from me. 0

The monastery of St. Antony of Colzim has been, since its foundation in the fourth century, a
maincenter for monasticism in the Eastern Egyptian desert.

A.St. Anthonyds Character

St. Anthony was never troubled because his soul was at peace; he was never sad because his
heart rejoiced always. He was a person of good character, being pure in heartptghtiio
honored the canons of the church. He was never ashamed to bow his head to bishops or priests
and, moreover, if a deacon came to him at any time for help, he would speak profitable words to
him. If he was going to pray, he would defer to him in prgyasking to listen to those with him.
And he al ways acknowledged Al ove |l earned from
presence.
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His face had a great charisma in the presence of the Savior: if he was in the middle of a crowd
of monks andomeone whom he did not know wanted to see him, immediately that monk would
walk inside, ignoring all the other monks who were with St. Antony, and he would go inside to

see him as if St. Anthonyds face were drawing
B. St. Anthony, the man of God
St . Ant honyos soul and virtue were beloved

everyone who saw him marveled at him, and those who never saw him loved him. He was not
known through books he wrote, or through some kind of outside wisdom, buthooigh his
devotion to God. For how did his fame spread to reach Spain while he sat hidden on a mountain?
Moreover, how was his name heard in Rome and Africa unless God, who commands those who
belong to him be known everywhere, made a promise to St. Arfitomythe beginning? For

even if they act in secret and do not reveal themselves, the Lord reveals them to everyone, like a
lamp, so that those who hear might receive zealousness for virtue.

Once the saint saw in a vision the whole earth covered so thilksnares, that it seemed
scary to set down a foot without falling into
Lord, can escape them all ?06 A voice answered
upon himself as the least and the vewycast of mankind; he listened to the advice of everyone,
and professed that he received benefit from that of the meanest person.

He watched great part of the nights in heavenly contemplation; and sometimes when the
rising sun called him to his daily taskse complained that its visible light robbed him of the
greater interior light which he enjoyed, and interrupted his close application and solitude.

In an excellent sermon which he made to his disciples, recorded by St. Athanasius, he
pathetically exhortshem to renounce the whole world for heaven, to spend every day as if they
knew it to be the last of their lives, having death always before their eyes, continually to advance
in fervor, and to be always armed against the assaults of Satan.

C. His Saying
St. Anthony said: Just as fish die if they remain on dry land so monks, remaining away from
their cells, or dwelling with men of the world, lose their determination to persevere in solitary

prayer. Therefore, just as the fish should go back to the sea, smsteeturn to our cells, lest
remaining outside we forget to watch over ourselves interiorly.

St. Anthony taught St. Ammonios, saying: You must advance yet further in the fear of God.
And taking him out of the cell he showed him a stone, saying: Go aoll that stone, and beat
it without ceasing. When this had been done, St. Anthony asked him if the stone had answered
back. No, said St. Ammonios. Then St. Anthony said: You too must reach the point where you
no longer take offence at anything.

Conclusion:

Chronology of the life of St. Anthorty
A.D.
251 Birth of St. Anthony at a village in Upper Egypt.
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271 St. Anthony enters the Ascetic life.
285 Seclusion in the Outer Mountain.
305 Monastic Community Established in the Outer Mountain on East Bank of the Nile.
311 St. Anthony visits Alexandria to encourage the Martyrs.
313 St. Anthony goes to the Inner Mountain near the Red Sea.
338 Second visit of St. Anthony to Alexandria.
341 St. Anthony visits St. Paul of Thebes, the First Hermit.
356 Death of St. Anthony.
357 St. Athanasius vites the Life of St. Anthony.
Applications:

x Search the internet about St. Anthony and find pictures for him
Find a story about another monk and tell it to the class next week.

X
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BEGINNING OF FEBRUARY TILL JONAHGS FAST

Use Filler Lessons (placed at the beginning of the book) until the Sunday
before Jonahos fast.
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L ESSONS FORJONAH G FAST

Jonahos f awdeks beforeehge Greawvleast on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.
These | essons are for the Sunday before and t

Week before the Fast: Life after deatHeaven

Week after the Fast: God Judges Korah

74 JONAHGS FAST



Sunday School Curriculum Grade 5

Week before Fast: Life after death - Heaven

Objective:
x To learn about the quality of living in heaven

Memory Verse:

AEye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have
God has prepared for those who | ove Hi mo ( Mat
References:

x AHeaveno by the | ate Bishop Youanni s

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson and verse.

Let6bs say our parents were notified that the
city or state or even they decided to move to another coumMNw the parents at that point
woul d make an effort to | earn more about t ha
check on the schools in that area, on the crime rate in the neighborhood, and other concerns they
might have about that new place. swprobably a good idea for them to do such research, and
so |l etds stop and think for a minute. That 0s
at some point weoll have to depart and move t
be heaven. Well, the moral of this story is that we need to also get ourselves familiar with that
wonderful place, and most importantly we need to prepare ourselves to fit in the environment of
such a place. So in this lesson, let us introduce thrdugbly Bible the very little that was
said about our life in the heavens after the physical death.

Lesson Outlines:

First it is very important for us to note that no matter how much we describe heaven, we will
never be able to totally comprehend whasiteally like living in heaven. Even when St. Paul

was taken to heaven, he sai d, AfHow he was Cc a
wor ds, which it i s not | awf ul for a man to ut
he cowlpdre&sts evhat he saw, and the second part

dare to even try to express what he saw! Having this point in mind, we could still attempt to
describe some of the few values of living in heaven:
A. No hunger, no thirst, no ha or cold in heaven

Whil e Christ blesses those who Ahunger a
John the beloved tells wus in Revelation 7:
nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strikettm, nor any heat . o

nd t
16
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How come they woné6t hunger or thirst, what w
2:17 and 7:17 respectively is fAiTo him who ove
and Afor the Lamb whooe wilshepherd themand teaddherh to ving t h e
fountains of waters. o

B. No weeping, no pain or sickness

Il n Revelation 7:17, AAnd God wil | wi pe away
21: 4, AAnd God wil | wi pe awaal beenoenorg deattremor f r o
sorrow, nor crying,; and there shall be no mor

What a beautiful thing to know that in heaven the troubles of this world would be over! Sorrow
and pain is a result of sin, and inawen there shall be no sin; thus, we would always be in a
happy atmosphere.

Our dear Coptic church teaches us that the Holy Lent is a symbol of our life here on earth, and
through Christds death and resurr dighaysarea we a
symbol of our victory in heaven, we do not fast or participate in any sorrowful spiritual practices
such as the metania (prostration).

C. No lust or physical needs

Since Satan will be destroyed in the second coming of our Lord Jesus Qlernstwill not
be any lustful temptations from him. Also thi
when they asked him about the woman who married several brothers and they wanted to know as
to whom she would be married in heaven. Chrisisai A For i n resurrection
nor are given in marriage, but are |ike angel

D. No covetousness, no envy, and no hatred

As prophesied in Psalm 13331, ABehol d, how good and how pl
dwell together in unity! It is like the precious oil upon the head, running down on the beard, the
beard of Aaron, running down on the edge of his garments. It is like the dew of Hermon,
descending upon the mountains of Zion; for there the Lord commaheeldgssing Life
forever more. o We know that this is a prophec
through the use of the term ALife forever more

E. More great features in heaven

No cursing but blessing from God, no darkness because @&l @&od of light, no ignorance,
but rather full knowledge, living among the courageous Saints such as the blessed and honored
St. Mary, and praising the Lord with the angels.

F. Finally the most important aspect of heaven is living with God Himself

How lovelyit is to live with God. During the transfiguration, St. Peter said to Christ when He
was in His heavenly glory, fAMaster, it is goo
where the church including the believers would be the bride and Cloidd vbe the groom.
Earthly love between a husband and wife entails that these people enjoy living with each other
and are just satisfied by each otherds compan
us. In the book of the Song of Solomon,th&ur ch tel |l s God, AMy bel o
Hiso (2:16) . St . Augustine said, nWe wil | ne
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woul d be God Hi mself. o How beauti ful it is t
need or want itneaven, He will truly be our fulfillment.

Conclusions:

As it has been explained earlier, our living in heaven will be totally the opposite of our life
here on earth. It will be a life full of peace, love, light, and many other blessings. Most of all
nothing will separate us from the presence of God, and Satan will have no existence. So our
goals in life should be heavenly ones or ones that will prepare us for eternal life. God said,
ARSeek first the kingdom of Gthings <hall the addedsunto i g h t e
youo (Matthew 6:33), meaning that iif we focus
will automatically fulfill our earthly needs. Preparing for our life in heaven means for example,
that if we know that we will liven unity with the believers in heaven, then we need to make
peace with them on earth and learn to forgive each other. Also, if we do not know how to praise
or appreciate worshipping the Lord, then how will we join the angels in heaven?! Finally, if we
areused to profanity here on earth, how will you use that same language in heaven?! The moral
of this lesson is that we learn about living in heaven so that we would prepare ourselves to fit
heavends environment.

Applications:

x Read the book of Revelatidn learn more about the end of this world and the quality of
living in heaven.

x Focus on your heavenly life versus your limited life here on earth.

x Pray that the Lord may count you among those who will enjoy living in the heavenly
Promised Land.
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Weekafter Jonahoés Fast: God Judges

Objective:

x To learn to respect the priesthood and the priests
x To learn that God is the one who calls people to the service
x To learn about the role of intercessions in the Old Testament

Memory Verse:

AfNo out s imteardescendhnbof Aaron, should come near to offer incense before the
Lordo (Numbers 16:40)

References:

x  Numbers 16
x AExpl anation of the Book of Numberso Fr. Ta
x The Arabic life applied Bible

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson andser

Showing respect to the priests is a very old commandment that God required from His people.
God chose the Levites, one of the twelve tribes of Israel, to serve the tabernacle of God and take
care of its requirements and needs. He also chose Aarooratner of Moses, to be the priest.

Moses and Aaron represented the people of Israel in front of God. Thus, God has chosen certain
people in the Old Testament to serve as priests. Similarly, in the New Testdeehbse the

twelve disciple and the aposdl to lay the hands and be able to ordain priests and bishops (Acts

6:6, 13:3, 1Timothy 3:R, Titus 1:7). Thus, the priesthood is an order assigned and chosen by
God and He required us to respect the enriests
who rebelled against Aaronds priesthood and
God.

Lesson Outlines:

The lIsraelites wandered in the desert of Sinai (Show the students a map) for 40 years after
they came out of EgypThey rebelled against God many times during those 40 years. This time
the rebellion was led by three men called Korah, Dathan and Abiram. Korah was from the tribe
of Levi and Dathan and Abiram were from Reuben. They led 250 of the leaders of Israél in th
rebellion against Moses and Aaron. They gathered against Moses and Aaron. They thought that
the entire congregation is holy so Moses and Aaron need not to exalt themselves above the
people as leader and priest, respectively. Korah and his compathafediny of them could act
like a priest and raise incense to the Lord. So, Moses felt on his face and told Korah and his
company to raise incenses in their censors in the morning and let God choose who is His and
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who is holy. Moses rebuked Korah becauseMas not satisfied by being a Levite and enviously
wanted to raise himself to be a priest. Moses also sent to talk to Dathan and Abiram but they
refused to come and talk to him. Moreover, they complained that Moses brought the Israelites
from the land oEgypt to suffer and starve in the wilderness of Sinai. Moses was very angry and
complained to the Lord. Moses asked God not to accept their offerings.

In the morning, Korah gathered the entire congregation at the door of the tabernacle of
meeting and thelgry of the Lord filled the place. God spoke to Moses and Aaron only and said
to them: ASeparate yourselves from among thi
mo ment O . But Moses and Aaron interceded on be
consume the whole congregation for the sin of Korah. So, God listened to their intercessions and
told Moses to tell the people to stay away from the tents of Korah, Dathan and Abiram and all
that belong to them. Subsequently, the earth split and opgmnezhdi swallowed the three
rebelling men and their families and tents. God also sent fire from the heaven, which consumed
the 250 men who were raising incense in their censors in front of the Lord. However, the censors
in their hands were not consumed. Grdl asked Moses to tell Eleazar the priest to hammer the
bronze censors into layers and cover the altar with it as a reminder to the people of the fate of
those who force themselves to be priests while they are not chosen by God. Eleazar was the son
of Aaron and was a priest like his father who was chosen by God for the priesthood. Thus, no
one can make himself a priest except when he is called from God. That is also the case in the
Coptic Church now and in the sacrament of the priesthood. Any person wtuaised priest or
called to the service has to be invited to the service with guidance from God.

This story also shows the role of the intercessions of the righteous in front of God and its
work for the sake of others. Moses asked God to preservedhs liie congregation and not to
destroy them because of the sin of Korah. Go
church is a strong believer in the intercessions of the saints and the righteous in front of the
throne of God on behalf of allétbelievers who seek their intercessions.

A very important | esson to | earn f-nigltaousKor aho
Korah thought that he is as holly as Moses and Aaron and he envied them for the responsibilities
that God gave them. Heas not satisfied with his role as a servant of the tabernacle, since he
was a Levi; rather he wanted higher authority and position. He completely forgot that everybody,
after all, is serving God. This story shows the result oflwédie and selfighteaisness.

Ask the students what other lessons they can learn from this story and stimulate them to
meditate on some of the verses.

Conclusion:

Priesthood is an assignment from God not from men. Priests have to be respected and honored
since they conveyth@or d of God to us and guide us on th
punishment is a good example of the fate of those who do not respect their spiritual leaders and
the priests (Moses and Aaron).
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Applications:

x Discuss with the students the wayshbbwing respect to the priests and the servants.
x Ask the students to search at home for the chapter in the Bible where God called Aaron for
the priesthood.
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L ESSONS FOR THEGREAT FAST PERIOD

WeekO: Murmuring Against God

Week 1l: Daniel and Fasting

Week2: The Prodigal Son

Week3: Eli the Priest and His Sons
Week4d:. Rahabdés Faith
Week5: The Passover Lamb

Week6: Maries in the Bible

Week7: ( Pal md s-NSlessahay)

Week8: (Resurrection Sunday)No Lesson
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Week 0- Murmuring Against God

Objectives:
x To learn the outcome of murmuring against God
x To trust in the effect of the priestoés pray

x To learn about forgiveness

Memory Verse:

Al wi || rid Myself of the murmuring of the ¢
References:

x  The Book of Number$6:41-50

x AExpl anation of the Book of Numberso Fr. Ta

x  The Arabic life applied Bible

Introduction:
x Review the previous lesson and verse.

The rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram as we studied in the previous lesson, had raised
doubts in the darts and minds of the people of Israel. They started to doubt the promises of God
and to rebel against Moses and Aaron. Thus, the three rebellion men, although punished severely
by God, had raised the feelings of anger, rebellion and doubt in the &sa8ld, the story did
not end by the death of Korah, Dathan and Abiram with their families but rather started a general
rebilling and murmuring attitude in the whole congregation.

Lesson Outlines:

Although the Israelites witnessed the severe punishmentGbd brought upon Korah,
Dathan and Abiram, they still continued to murmur against Aaron and Moses. They accused
them of killing the people of the Lord in the wilderness. They thought that they are the killers of
the three rebilling men not God. The pigwas confused in their minds. The congregation had
gathered against Moses and Aaron toward the tabernacle of meetings. Suddenly, the cloud,
which indicated Godbés presence in the tabern:
cloud had spoken tMoses and Aaron. He told them to separate themselves from the
congregation so He can destroy them in a moment because they murmured against their leader
Moses and their priest Aaron who were chosen and guided by God.

However, Moses and Aaron fell on théxces to the ground and asked God to forgive the
people of Israel despite their murmuring against them. This shows the great forgiveness and care
of both Moses and Aaron for the people of Israel although they were rebelling and murmuring
against them.
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So Moses told Aaron to take a censor and fill it with incense and run in the midst of the
congregation. Notice even Moses himself he did not take the role of the priest because Aaron
was the priest and he respected his role. He was to help Moses as #e deddthe
communicator with God but Moses never tried to take over as a priest or do what Aaron was
supposed to do. So Aaron listened to Moses and ran with the censor in the midst of the
congregation but the plague from God has already started and pesplelying. However, the
plague stopped and there was a sharp separation between the dead and the living exactly on the
sides of the path that Aaron took between the people. So, God stopped the plague in response to
the atonement that Aaron did for theopke. This also reminds us of the role of the priests in the
sacrament of unction of the sick. Finally, the plague has killed fourteen thousands seven hundred
in this instant.

x  What do we learn from this lesson?

God has defended Moses and Aaron agaestdbellion and envy of the rest of the Israelites.
Also God defends His children and fights for them.

God does not like the people when they lost their faith in God and doubted His chosen leader
and priest in reaching the Promised Land. God definitehished them for their continuous

mur muring and rebellion against God. We have
us and do not murmur i f He takes time to fulf
previous good works with us aheé thankful.

Every one of us has a role to do in |ife and

to take over. Similarly, Moses acted as a leader and Aaron as a priest and the rest of the people
should have followed them.

We also see the greatle of the priest Aaron, his prayers and incense in stopping the plague
and standing between the living and the dead. This teaches us to respect the strength of the
prayers of the priests on our behalf.

Conclusion:

Murmuring against God is a reviled sand He can punish for it harshly if He wills. Instead
God always fulfills His promises to us; we just have to be patient. We have to be thankful
believers and always remember the good things that God had previously done for us.

Applications:

x Make sure thaall the students memorize the thanksgiving prayer from the Agpeya.

x  The students have to respect the priest and his prayer for them.

x The students are to do a project about the censor and the incense. Give prizes for the best
project.

84 THE GREAT FAST



Sunday School Curriculum Grade 5

Week 1- Daniel and Fasting

Objective:
x  The blessings of fasting in our life and the necessity of fasting with the church

Memory Verse:

AWhen the bridegroom wil|l be taken from them

References

x Daniel 1
x AiFastingo The Rar Pdhirde 2q9f Ltahe RPmibrai tYouanni s

Introduction:

x Review the previous lesson and verse.
x Il ntroduce the virtue of br ot Heefaste¢ and wag e anc
crucified for our sake.

Observe church fasting and let it be associated with prayeteroptation on the Word of
God and receiving communion. Abstain from food for a certain period. Consult your father of
confession. Church fasting includes Wednesdays and Fridays (Discuss the reasons with the
students), the Lent, Nativity fasting (43 days)he Vi rginds fasting, t he
Jonahos fasting in addition to vigils and pri

Lesson Outlines:

Fasting is an old virtue that was practiced in the Old Testament and the Lord ordered Adam
and Eve not to eat the fruits of the Tréfethey had fasted, they would not have done that sin
because this was fasting. David fasted and Daniel fasted. Daniel was a pious young man. He was
an lIsraelite. When the Babylonians besieged Jerusalem and attacked it, they brought him to
Babylon as a gqative. He was a goehlboking, educated, and intelligent young man. He was
successful in his life. He did not stop worshipping God even when he was in the land of his
enemies. He was not afraid of them (Questions).

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylonian order&sghpenaz, his chief official, to select from
among the I|Israelites6é exiles some young men o
had to be handsome, intelligent, well trained, quick to learn, and free from physical defects so
that they would bejualified to serve in the royal court. Ashpenaz and his slaves went out to
search for such young men among the captives. Then they brought a number of them; among
whom was Daniel and the three young men. Ashpenaz gave them new names; Daniel was named
Belteshazzar (Explain how the young men entered the great palace and the meeting Ashpenaz
held for them). You will stay here... The king ordered that they should be given royal food and
wine. After three years you will see the king so that he may choose wéidiee wanted to serve
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him. They all bowed down and thanked Ashpenaz and declared their complete obedience. The
time for dinner came. A filling meal of wine and sweets was presented... The young men rejoiced
and began to eat but Daniel and the three youeg refused to eat that food. Ashpenaz was
surprised. He asked them (a lively conversation filled with blessed teachings about the necessity
of self control, the importance of holding fast to the commandment of God whatever the
circumstances may be, attetmpnade by Ashpenaz to convince them to eat but they insisted on
not eating the royal food, etc.). Ashpenaz was a gmadted man. Daniel suggested for him to

let them eat their vegetarian food (vegetablestils - beans) and then test them for ten days
Ashpenaz agreed but he was afraid that they might be weak in body and health. Daniel told him
that everything would be all right (Questions).

The ten days passed and they entered Ashpena
looking. Ashpenaz waamazed. Daniel bore witness to the work of God, which rewards us for
our fasting and holding fast to his commandments by giving us spiritual blessings. He blesses our
bodies, souls and health. Ashpenaz admired them and admired their faith and prin@ples. H
praised them. They went on like that. When time came for them to be presented before the king,
they were much better than the others. The King came (Describe in detail the rites of the meeting
and its awesome atmosphere) and chose the four young medrstdeé them in wisdom and
intelligence. They impressed him more than any of the others. No matter what question the king
asked, or what problem he raised, these four knew ten times more than any-tiltuner
magician in his whole kingdom. He appointedm as members of the court (Questions).

Conclusion:

Fasting is grace and calmness and a blessing for the senses of the body. This kindles the soul
and releases her through her worships and activities without any obstacles.

Applications:

x Let us fast Wedesday and Friday. Let us convince our parents that it is necessary to fast
and describe to them the meaning of fasting.
x  Choose the right word:
1. When Daniel and the three young men ate lentils (they became-thegkbecame
strong).
2. Daniel refused to drink ine as it is (illegatlegal).
3. When Daniel suggested eating vegetables, Ashpenaz (ageéeskd).
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Week 2- The Prodigal Son

Objective:
x  The practical steps for repentance

Memory Verse:

AFat her , I have sinned against heaven and in
References:

x AiThe Paradise of the Spirito Part 1, Late A
x ATThe Guide to Confessiono Anba Bemin

x ATurn me O Lord and | wi || turno Fr . Yousse

Introduction:
x Review the previous lesson and verse.

The story of the Prodigal Son will remain abundant spring for the mercies of God. The
church reads this parable at the beginning of the Lent. In this parable we find the following:

x  The deep love of the Father who always forgives.

x The state of the sinner and how sin corrupted the life of manpgedthim and caused his
misery.

x Seltrighteousness, Phariseesm, and dependence on human strength in life are useless.

x A warning against fall, rewarding the repentant and forgiving sins as the true repentance is
renewal of life.

Lesson Outlines:

A. Steps of rgpentance in the life of the Prodigal Son

The First Step:He began to be in need: Being in need of fatherhood is the first step towards
repentance. Hunger and thirst for righteousness is the main gate through which repentant enter.
But those who lead the life of the Pharisees, who sit with Simon to judge thanweino sinned
(and repented after meeting the Lord and became righteous), those who-satisedtl, those
who admire their selfighteousness, and those who are filled with pride because of their human

virtues, are not in need of the Christ of sinndisT h o s e wh o ar e we l | hav
physician, but those who are sicko.
I n this stage in the |ife of the Prodigal So

to one of the citizens of that Cc 0 Luke 155). who
How miserable is that man who makes human attempts and resorts to people, thinking that men
can solve his problem and release him of his troubles, isolation, emptiness and misery.
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Such a man will increase his misery. He will desire to fillihgsde with anything but no one
will comfort him or release him of emptiness and isolation. The devil gives him delight when he
sins so he rushes towards sin but finds no de

The Second Stede came to himdk True repentance does not mean mere grief, but is it the
bl essed grief? 1t is the positive grief of w
repentance that |l eads to salvation and bring
Corinthians 7:10).

The blessed grief is the grief for the sake of God.

The blessed grief is the grief that the L
mourn, for they shal/l be comfortedo (Matth
It is grief accompanied by tears but through ithvaee hope.

There is pain, there is weeping, but there

there is murmur against the ugly sins of the past, but there is also confidence in the
Blessed Divine promises.

x The repentant who grieves at sins, héatse Lor d6s voice in his h
who comes to me | will not cast out. Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and
I wi || give you resto (Matthew 11:28). #fACo
Though your sins are like scatléhey shall be as white as snow, though they are red like
crimson, they shall become |ike woolo (I sa

I n this stage, the Prodigal Son says: AnHoOw
enough and to spare, but | perish here with hungeill larise and go to my father as | have
confidence in his fatherhood and his | ove whe
sin and fall and when man falls, the devil seeks to drive him into despair. The spiritual man
struggles before hefallpbut i f he stumbl es, he hurries to
my enemy; when | fall, | shall riseo (Micah 7

One of the characteristics of this stage 1is
called your son; treat me asoneafyr hi red servantso. The Lord
humbl e hearted and raises them whatever thei
downtrodden; he casts the wicked to the groun
needyfom t he ash heapo.

Ahab sold himself to do what is evil in the sight of the Lord, when Jezebel, his wife, incited
him and when Ahab heard these words, he tore his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and
fasted and lay in sackcloth, and went alaejectedly. And the word of the Lord came to Elijah
the Tishbite saying, AHave you seen how Ahab
humbl ed himself before me, Il  wi{8). not bring e

God does not treat us accorditogour sins but according tdis great mercyiHe regards our
humility and humble hearts and accepts our repentance through the mercy of His Son Jesus
Christ who offered Himself as an acceptable s
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ofJesuHdi s son cleanses us from all sino. He r ega
the cross, accepts him and gives him the bloodHisf beloved Son that has the power of
forgiveness.

The Third StepTaki ng a deci sion AHeor oRepamidamcaenei ¢
of attitude and a deep change of the heartds
and the outer side. The inner change is represented in the holy grief, contrition, faith and
confidence in the promise of God. Cofethe best examples is the thief on the right who believed
and his faith has been reckoned to him as righteousness. St. Baeessa is a good example. She
refused to go back to the place where she used to sin. When she died, St. John saw her with the
souls @ the Saints who perfected faith and proved that repentance turns adulterers into virgins
(Synaxarium 2 Missra).

But the outer side implies two phases: The first phase is to manifest this internal movement in
the form of actions, situations and conductopefGod and men. The Second phase is to go to
confession. St. Paulds preaching to the Ephes
believers came, confessing and divulging their practices. And a number of those who practiced
magic arts brought #ir books together and burned them in the sight of all; and they counted the
value of them and found it came to fifty thou

Zacchaeus repented before all the people and decided to give half of his property ta the poo
and if he cheated anyone, he would pay him back four times as much. In this situation we can
concentrate on the following attributes:

=

Complete confidence in the promises of God Hligllove and never to depend on self
righteousness.

Deep hatred of sints circumstances and sources.

Deep love for the Lord Jesus and great appetite for worship.

Practical love, ministry and modesty in conduct in general.

Join the fellowship with the believers in the church.

gk wd

These attributes make repentance not only merm&usp rejoicing that takes place in a
moment when one is affected by a preacher or moved by one of the verses, but it is also a
continuous | ife, which is the Iife of God in
who live, but Christwb | i ves i n meo. Repentance then i s 1
the life of Christ in us. It is the Passover from the land of bondage to the Land of Canaan, the
Land of true comfort.

The Fourth Step:Going to confession. What remains therhis tinal step which is declaring
the inner repentance and the change of situation, and showing what happens inside man to the
priest to whom believers entrust their secrets and confessions and who is given the power of
loosening and binding according tcetapostolic power received by the apostles from the Lord
Himself.
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In the early church, confession was made in public when the believers met to practice
liturgies. That is because he who sins, sins against Christ who is the Head of the church, and
againstHis body, which is the church. But after the spread of Christianity, the church preferred
that confession would be in secret before one priest.

x What would happen if | did not go to confession?
x  Should | confess to God or to a priest? Why? Is there a diffefe
x  What are the steps to be followed before going to confession?

Conclusion:
There is no place better than the Fatherés |
pastures. There i s no rest and comthatweémajfor us

never leave His house.

Applications:

x Let us resist our sins through practicing the exercises given to us by our father of
confession.

x Let us hold prayer meetings so that the Lord may bring back those who are outside the
Church and help theepentant to stand firm in faith.

x Let us make a wall Chart about the parable of the Prodigal Son through writing, drawing
and pictures.
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